The survey found that most policy 
makers agree with the principle of 
gender equality and care about 
women’s rights. Page 7 



The World is Jia Zhangke’s fourth 
feature film, but only his first foray 
into mainstream film. 

Page 10 



Although these days it is a destination 
in itself, throughout its long history, 
Kashgar has always been a place to 
stop, on the way to somewhere else. 

Page 16 
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GPG Central 
Committee Opens 
Plenary Session 


The Fourth Plenary Ses- 
sion of the 16th Central 
Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party of China (CPC) 
opened in Beijing Thursday 
During the four-day ple- 
num, the CPC Central Com- 
mittee will hear a work 
report of the committee’s po- 
litical bureau while deliber- 
ating on issues concerning 
the improvement of the Par- 
ty’s ruling capacity 

It is the first time for a 
CPC Central Committee ple- 
num to put the building of 
the Party’s ruling capacity 
at the top of the agenda, an- 
alysts here said. 

Analysts expect the Par- 
ty’s ruling capacity build- 


ing will focus on issues such 
as how to pursue the policy 
of governing the country 
according to law, how to 
better handle the relations 
between the Party and the 
government, and how to im- 
prove its governance in line 
with the development of a 
market economy. 

The plenum was convened 
according to a decision made 
at a July meeting of the CPC 
Central Committee Political 
Bureau. The meeting held 
that enhancing the Party’s 
ruling capacity is a major is- 
sue of strategic importance 
to the fate of both the build- 
ing of socialism and the Chi- 
nese nation. (Xinhua) 



By James Liu 

Marat Safin of Russia beat China’s Lu Hao in straight sets 
(6-2, 6-2) to reach the third round of the China Open Thurs- 
day. Second-seeded Juan Carlos Ferrero was defeated by Kevin 
Kim of the US 4-6, 4-6 yesterday, following top seed Carlos 
Moya’s defeat Wednesday. 
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Traffic Plan 

Unveiled 


By Chu Meng 

A primary traffic plan for 
Beijing’s Central Business Dis- 
trict (CBD) was unveiled to the 
public Wednesday at the Fifth 
Chaoyang International Busi- 
ness Festival held in the China 
World Trade Center. 

The plan, which details the 
construction of three new sub- 
ways lines that pass through 
the CBD, two dedicated loop bus 
routes, double-level underground 
road and walk ways and land- 
scaped green belts, was jointly 
designed by MVA Hong Kong 
Transportation Consultation Cor- 
poration and the Beijing Academy 
of Urban Planning and Design. 
Since initial examination and ap- 
proval by the Beijing Municipal 
Government in July 2002, the 
plan has been further revised 
by urban traffic planning experts 
from home and abroad, and inte- 
grates with the CBD commercial 
skyscrapers scheme. 

“The most controversial proj- 
ect, the $600 million China 
Central Television (CCTV) head- 
quarters, has been given the 
green light and will start con- 
struction today. In light of the 
traffic congestion that is already 
a headache around the intersec- 
tion of the Third Ring Road and 
Jianguomenwai (China World 
Trade Center), the traffic plan 
has always attracted consider- 
able attention,” Ni Yaoyuan from 
the information office of the 
administrative commission told 
Beijing Today Wednesday. 
Emphasis on public transport 

In most of the world’s major 
cities, developing a comprehen- 
sive public transport system is 
the preferred way to tackle in- 
ner city traffic congestion, and 
public transport is a major em- 
phasis of this plan. 

Director-general of the CBD 
administrative commission’s 
planning department Li Guo- 
hong, said in an interview with 
Beijing Youth Daily Sunday, “The 
plan abides by the principle 
of civil facilities first. In three 
years the subway lines will be 
completed, and the road system 
will be reconstructed to meet 
the needs of large-scale project 
construction.” 

Within the CBD area, special 
buses will follow two intersect- 
ing loop routes. On those roads, 
there will be dedicated lanes for 
bus use only. This preferential 
policy aims at encouraging peo- 
ple working within the CBD to 
use public transport rather than 
their own vehicles. 

There will be four major tran- 
sit points with extensive under- 
ground carpark where people 
driving or taking the subway 
into the CBD can change to oth- 
er subway lines or to one of 
the loop bus lines. These transit 
points are at the northeast and 
northwest corners of the China 
World Trade Center intersec- 
tion, on the west side of Jing- 
guang Plaza and the north of 
the south-east Greenbelt. 

According to the plan, 36,000 
passengers daily will use the four 
subway lines passing through the 
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Subway and bus stations in the CBD 

CBD. These are the already con- 
structed No. 1 line, and the No. 
6, 10 and 14 lines. At present, 
there are only three subway sta- 
tions within the CBD; Guomao, 
Yonganli and Dawanglu on the 
No. 1 line. However over the next 
three years, major interchange 
stations will be built at Guomao, 
Guanghua Lu and Hujialou on 
the No. 10 line, as well as the Ker- 
ry Center station on the No. 14 
line, enhancing public transport 
capacity within both the CBD 
area and other parts of the city. 
Underground connections 

The key part of the traffic 
plan is the construction of dou- 
ble-level underground road and 
walkways. In view of the high 
land value within the CBD, the 
plan draws on experience in in- 
ternational CBD construction in 
New York’s Manhattan and La 
Defense in Paris to make full 
use of underground space for 
not only roads and walkways, 
but also for parking, equipment 
storage and other business and 
service facilities. 

Nucleus regions will be 
linked by underground walk- 
ways along each side the East 
Third Ring Road and other 
high volume traffic areas to 
relieve pressure on road traf- 
fic and feasibility studies are 
planned on the establishment 
of walkways using conveyor 
belt systems to more rapidly 
transport pedestrians. 


Ni Yaoyuan commented, “to 
formulate such a comprehen- 
sive plan every functional de- 
partment of local government 
and businesses and organiza- 
tions within the affected area 
should be well coordinated. 
The most obviously example 
is the development of those 
above ground commercial real 
estate projects in the CBD, 
such as company headquar- 
ters, financial organizations 
and apartments. Such projects 
fall under the auspices of oth- 
er governmental departments, 
however they still represent 
an integral part of the CBD 
traffic planning.” 

Ni also told Beijing Today 
that the draft plan for the road 
area has been modified so many 
times that some major CBD proj- 
ects applying for permits have 
had to be reorganized. For exam- 
ple the SOHO project opposite 
the China World Trade Center, 
after adjustments, had its con- 
struction area reduced by about 
30 percent. 

According to Ni, since the ini- 
tial relocation of certain resi- 
dential communities within the 
CBD area has been completed, 
work has already begun on re- 
developing some roads and in- 
tersections. 

Modern management 

Michel Gerin, general direc- 
tor of the Paris CBD’s ad- 
ministrative commission, told 


Beijing Today Wednesday, “as 
we have learned from nearly 
twenty years construction and 
administration of La Defense, 
roads and light railways are key 
aspects of such highly concen- 
trated business centers. For peo- 
ple working at the headquarters 
or branch offices of multination- 
al corporations in these areas, 
transportation efficiency has al- 
ways been a primary concern.” 

Gerin, who is part of a dele- 
gation from La Defense attend- 
ing the Fifth Chaoyang Business 
Festival, suggested, “To improve 
the traffic environment inside 
and outside Beijing’s CBD, one 
end is to develop public traffic, 
such as increasing the total vol- 
ume of express highways, sub- 
ways and interchange stops. 
However, the second is equally 
important, that is to solve the 
problems of static traffic and 
parking. And the overall plan 
should try to provide a natural 
and quiet environment.” 

The CBD plan stipulates 
that there should be at least 
65 parking spaces for every 10 
million square meters of con- 
struction area. Moreover, mod- 
ern management methods are 
to be adopted to enhance traffic 
convenience. 

Environmental and landscape 
planning is also given full consid- 
eration. There will be a park in 
each of the four quarters of the 
CBD. The proposed parks are a 
Park of History and Humanism; 
a Performing Arts Square; a Sci- 
ence, Technology and Informa- 
tion Park; and a Natural Science 
Park. The four parks are linked 
throughout the CBD area by 
green belts and plazas. 

At each major intersection, 
the green belt is expanded to 
make a wider, easier to negoti- 
ate space, creating a breathing 
space that will serve as a coun- 
terpoint to the busy streets and 
dense building complexes. 

CBD background 

Beijing’s CBD was originally 
drawn up as part of the Beijing 
Municipality Urban Master 
Plan, approved by the State 
Council in 1993. 

The total construction area 
covers some 10 million square 
meters, of which 50 percent is 
office buildings, 25 percent is 
apartments and the remaining 
25 percent is taken up by com- 
mercial, service, cultural and en- 
tertainment facilities. 

The total number of enter- 
prises in the CBD is expected 
to reach 3,000, with 500 mul- 
tinational corporations, 570 for- 
eign representative offices, 150 
foreign-funded banks and in- 
surance companies. Currently, 
among 160 of the World Top 
500 enterprises with their op- 
erations in Beijing, more than 
120 have established offices in 
the CBD, including Motorola, 
Hewlett Packard, Ford, Sam- 
sung, BP Paribas Group and 
UBS AG. 
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Government to Amend laws 
on Oirect Selling 



Photos by Photocome 


By Wei Tingyu 

S enior officials from the Ministry of 
Commerce and the State Admin- 
istration for Industry and Com- 
merce last Friday introduced draft 
amendments to regulations governing 
direct selling to 16 foreign-funded com- 
panies and six domestic companies at a 
seminar held in Xiamen. 

The three drafts are amendments 
to the Direct Selling Regulation, the 
Direct Sellers’ Regulation Act and the 
Pyramid Selling Schemes Regulation. 

No written materials were provided 
to the participating companies and all 
details of the seminar were declared 
to be confidential. The Beijing Times 
reported that the official sent by the 
Ministry of Commerce warned that if 
any participants were found to have 
leaked information to the media, their 
company would be kicked out of the 
game immediately. 

The term zhixiao (direct selling) was 
as strange as Amway and Avon in 
China in the 1990s, when the Amer- 
ican-born sales mode first appeared 
here. Then in 1998, the name turned 
out to have extremely negative conno- 
tations when the government banned 
the sales mode, saying it was too simi- 
lar to pyramid sales, which had led to 
widespread fraud, consumer losses and 
social disorder. 

Since then, Amway and Avon have 
abandoned their original sales mode, 
opened sales outlets staffed by trained 
sales assistants and developed into 
profitable companies. Amway report- 
edly plan to increase their number of 
retail outlets from the current 120 to 
180 by the end of the year. 

According to Lu Zhengmin, an offi- 
cial of the Ministry of Commerce, under 
the draft amendments, the premium 
portion for all retailers is restricted to 
within 25 to 30 percent. The direct- 
selling price should comparable to the 
market price of similar products. 

Consumers are given a trial period, 
during which time they should be fully 
refunded if they return the products 
to the company. As for the staff work- 
ing in direct-sales, they should be qual- 
ified by passing a training course. Civil 
servants, soldiers, students and anyone 
under the age of 18 are prohibited from 
working in the industry. 

According to Deng Zhan, deputy 
director-general of the foreign invest- 
ment administration of the Ministry 


Banking 
Watchdog to 
Charge for 
Supervision 

By Sun Yongjian 

The China Banking Regulatory 
Commission (CBRC) is to charge finan- 
cial institutions a supervision fee, 
according to a report in Beijing Youth 
Daily Wednesday. 

The first charge will be levied from 
September 20, for the first half of 
2004, with an expected income of 
about 3 billion yuan are expected, the 
report said. 

More than 5 billion yuan is expected 
to be collected for the whole year, accord- 
ing to a calculation in the report. 

The charge will be in two parts, 
one for institution supervision, with a 
proportion of 8 yuan for every 10,000 
of the registered capital, the other is 
for business supervision, calculated 
at 2 yuan per every 10,000 yuan in 
total assets. 

Financial institutions to be charged 
include commercial banks, trust and 
investment companies, financial leas- 
ing companies and postal deposit 
institutions. 

An unnamed CBRC official told 
Beijing Youth Daily that most of the rou- 
tine expenses such as the staffs wages 
of the CBRC will rely on charges such 
as insurance and securities regulatory 
commissions, because the central finan- 
cial appropriated funds represents a rel- 
atively small part of total revenue. 


of Commerce, the government will set 
a high financial threshold for com- 
panies applying for such a license. 
The minimum registered capital is US 
$100 million; the foreign-funded com- 
pany should have over three years’ 
overseas management experience and 
be a member of the International Direct 
Selling Association. The accumulated 
turnover in the prior three years should 
exceed 500 million yuan; the security 
deposit is 20 to 30 million yuan; the 
applying companies should have their 
own stores and workshops and only sell 
their own products. 

“The new policy is specifically aimed 
at foreign companies,” said Hu Yuan- 
jiang, a researcher at the Chinese 
Institute of Policy and Management, 
pointing out that only a multinational 
company would have the economic 
strength to earn 500 million yuan in 
three successive years. 


By Wei Lixin 

Shanghai Volkswagen Automobile 
was China’s top foreign taxpayer last 
year, turning in 4.51 billion yuan. 
The other motor giants - Shanghai 
GM and Changchun-based First Auto- 
motive Works Volkswagen came in 
second and third place, according to 
the State Administration of Taxation 
(SAT) report released Sunday. 

Among the top 100 overseas taxpay- 
ers, 42 appeared on the list for the first 
time, including Guangzhou Procter and 
Gamble and Amway China. The total 
tax value paid by the 100 was 46.31 
percent higher than last year, amount- 
ing to 62.76 billion yuan. 

On the list of top 100 domestic 
taxpayers, traditional industries and 
infrastructure sectors remained the 
most important tax sources, according 
to SAT. Daqing Oilfield Co. was the top 
domestic taxpayer for the forth year in 
succession, paying 18.60 billion yuan. 
Shanghai Tobacco rose to second on 
the list, paying 9.63 billion yuan. The 
total tax value paid by the top 100 was 
30.47 percent higher than last years 


By Wei Lixin 

Legal representatives of state- 
owned enterprises (SOEs) are to be 
audited for their economic liability 
when leaving their posts or at the 
end of their terms, under a new reg- 
ulation that took effect at the end of 
last month. Meanwhile, an institution- 
alized term-audit or stated interval 
audit system will be set up for those 
legal representatives in the future. 

According to the Temporary Regu- 


“Pyramid selling is a variation of 
direct selling,” said Ren Xinzhou, a direct- 
selling researcher at the State Council 
Development Research Centre. “It is 
deceptive because participants who are 
on a certain level in the scheme must 
pay money for the chance to receive 
the promised bonuses when the pyramid 
grows to another level. However, the pyr- 
amid will eventually reach a point where 
it is impossible to add new participants, 
causing a crash of the entire sales chain. 
All involved lose their investment, except 
the crook - the pyramid scheme initiator 
and his cohorts.” 

There are three major varieties of 
direct selling. The first is the type prac- 
ticed by the 10 foreign-funded compa- 
nies and several domestic companies 
sanctioned by Chinese government in 
1998. The second type is practiced by 
certain companies registered in Hong 
Kong. Their products are transported 


242.15 billion yuan. 

The tobacco industry remained the 
top domestic tax contributor, with 34 
tobacco companies among the top 100, 
contributing 85.06 billion yuan. 

The top 100 domestic taxpayers are 
distributed in 26 provinces and munic- 


lation on Economic Liability of SOEs, 
issued by the State-owned Assets 
Supervision and Administration Com- 
mission of the State Council (SASAC), 
audits will be applied in the following 
situations: when a legal representative 
of an SOE is leaving his post or at the 
end of his term; when a legal repre- 
sentative of an SOE subsidiary com- 
pany is leaving or at the end of his 
term; when a legal representative is 
promoted from a subsidiary company 


from Hong Kong to the mainland and the 
premium is distributed in a secretive way. 
It is very difficult to trace such compa- 
nies, some of which earn tens of millions 
every month. The third type is pyramid 
selling, utilized by companies with the 
support of underground organizations. 

The current law limited the degree 
to which the State Administration of 
Industry and Commerce could control 
and superintend the industry, mean- 
while “virtual management” via the 
Internet has made the situation worse. 
Therefore, the government is keen to 
clean up the market and make impor- 
tant changes. 

The timing for the launch of the 
new regulations has not been publi- 
cized. However, Vice-premier Wu Yi 
stated in a speech at the China 
International Fair for Investment and 
Trade that it would be no later than 
the end of the year. 


ipalities around China, with 14 based 
in Beijing. 

Meanwhile just 11 business tycoons 
named on the 2003 Forbes list of the 
100 wealthiest people in the mainland 
made it onto the list of were in the list 
of top 100 personal taxpayers. 


to the enterprise headquarters. 

The regulation also states that once 
a serious abnormal financial situation 
arises (such as debt crisis, long-term run- 
ning loss, continued deterioration of asset 
quality), or the enterprises is undertak- 
ing an important business activity such 
as merger, separation or bankruptcy, an 
audit should also be taken of the legal 
representatives of the enterprises, to dis- 
cover the cause, define the economic lia- 
bility and correct illegal activities. 


Public Security Review 


Beijing’s 110 emergency hotline 
received 10 percent fewer calls this 
week than in the preceding week. As 
police strengthened their crackdown on 
street robberies, a total of 222 criminal 
suspects have been apprehended after 
investigation. 

Auto thefts mostly occurred at Hep- 
ingli in Dongcheng, Maizidian, Jiang- 
tai and Yayuncun in Chaoyang and 
Enjizhuang, Sijiqing and Xiangshan in 
Haidian, mainly at night and in the 
early morning. 

Xisanqi, Dongbeiwang and Yongding 
Lu in Haidian, Xinjiekou in Xi cheng, 
Niujie in Xuanwu, Yangqiao and Qingta 
in Fengtai and Yangzha in Chaoyang 
were the most common place for rob- 
beries to take place, mainly during day- 
light hours. 

Computer network crimes were the 
key target for police this week. Com- 
puter networks of financial institu- 
tions as well as home computers 
are targets for criminals. Police are 
urging computer network users to 
improve their firewalls and launch 
safety checks regularly. 

(Information provided by Beijing 
Public Security Bureau) 

Corrupt Officials 
Targeted 

By Wei Lixin 

Almost 23,000 government officials, 
including 109 provincial and ministe- 
rial level officials, were investigated 
from January to July this year, accord- 
ing to a report delivered at a conference 
Sunday on tracking down corrupt offi- 
cials who have fled China. 

Of these, 11,150 cases led to prose- 
cutions being laid, resulting in almost 
8,400 convictions. 

Wang Zhenchuan, deputy chief pros- 
ecutor of the Supreme People’s Proc- 
uratorate said that provincial level 
procuratorates are of vital importance 
as the middle level of the procuratorial 
system, and it is therefore vital that 
they improve and expand the scope and 
execution of their work. 

New Tourism Regulation 
Approved 

By Annie Wei 

A regulation on tourism manage- 
ment, approved during the recent meet- 
ing of the Standing Committee of the 
Beijing Municipal People’s Congress, 
will be implemented on December 1. 

The regulation, aiming to better pro- 
tect the rights and interests of tour- 
ists, sets tougher restrictions on travel 
agents and guides. According to the 
regulation, travel agents should sign a 
contract with customers defining detail 
tour schedules, service, price and legal 
issues. The regulation also sets penal- 
ties of up to 30,000 yuan for tour guides 
who demand tips. 

If a travel agent wishes to transfer 
customers to another agent, they must 
first get the customers’ written agree- 
ment. If the customer does not agree, 
the agent should return all fees paid 
by the customer and compensate for 
any losses. 

Regarding complaints lodged by 
travelers, the relevant tourism admin- 
istration office should decide whether 
to hear the complaint within 10 days, 
and a result should be announced 
within 45 days. 

Outdoor Advertising 
Regulations lightened 

By Annie Wei 

New regulations governing outdoor 
advertising in Beijing were released 
last Friday and will come into effect on 
October 1. 

Drawn up by the Beijing Municipal 
Administration Committee, the regu- 
lations cover all aspects of outdoor 
advising, including stipulating areas 
where outdoor advertising is banned 
or restricted. When the regulations 
come into effect, buses that pass by 
Tian’anmen Square will not be allowed 
to carry any exterior advertising. 

Other places where outdoor advertis- 
ing is not permitted include along both 
sides of Chang’an Avenue from Jian- 
guomen to Fuxingmen, the west and 
north sides of Zhongnanhai, Diaoyutai 
State Guesthouse, government insti- 
tutes, schools and cultural relic areas. 

The regulation also stipulates that 
outdoor advertising in or near resi- 
dential areas should not cause noise 
or light pollution, or block light in a 
way that impacts on residents’ qual- 
ity of life. 
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Chaoyang Biz Festival Gets Heads Talking 



A view of the CBD Financial Development Forum held yesterday. Photo by Photocome 


By James Liu/ Sun Yongjian 

T he curtain dropped today on 
the Fifth Chaoyang Inter- 
national Business Festival, 
which opened Wednesday morning 
at the China World Trade Center. 
During the five-day event, seminars, 
forums, exhibitions, investment pro- 
motions and human resources ex- 
changes were held and drew the 
participation of foreign investors 
from more than 50 countries and 
domestic representatives from more 
than 20 provinces. 

Establishment of multinational 
corporation headquarters, as 
stressed at the Forum on CBD Head- 
quarters and Regional Development, 
could be an economic engine for 
Chaoyang District, said Li Yang, di- 
rector of the Institute Finance and 
Banking under the Chinese Acade- 
my of Social Sciences. 

Chaoyang District Governor Chen 
Gang said at the Wednesday forum 


that the development of Chaoyang 
and the Central Business District, or 
CBD, would depend on the headquar- 
ters economy. Some 120 of the top 


160 companies on the Fortune Glob- 
al 500 list have established head- 
quarters in the CBD. 

Beijing Vice Mayor Zhang Mao 


guaranteed that the CBD would be 
the focus of the city’s drive to devel- 
op a modern service industry. 

The Commercial Counselors Sum- 
mit on Investment Promotion, held 
on the second day of the festival, was 
attended by counselors from more 50 
embassies in Beijing and represen- 
tatives from more than 20 countries 
and many domestic provinces. 

The development of the CBD 
could not be separated from the fi- 
nancial support side, especially the 
development of the capital market, 
some speakers noted at the CBD 
Financial Development Forum held 
yesterday morning. 

“The task at hand is to construct 
a more advanced and efficient capi- 
tal market to keep up with the devel- 
opment of the CBD,” Li Yang said. 

“We should develop the markets 
for bonds, including mortgaged goods 
bonds and municipal construction 
bonds, and for derivative products.” 


“iron Lady” 



Photo hy Photocome 


Resigns from 
Stock Market 
Watchdog 

By Sun Yongjian 

The State Council issued an announcement 
on Monday that Laura Cha, vice-chairman of 
the China Securities Regulatory Commission 
(CSRC), had given up her post, the Xinhua News 
Agency reported on Tuesday. 

Cha earned the nickname of “Iron Lady” 
for her strict hand with listed companies and 
aggressive tactics in reforming China’s stock 
market. 

Gui Minjie, present assistant to the chairman 
of the CSRC, would take Cha’s place, the Beijing 
Star Daily said on Tuesday. 

The resignation was preceded by an extend- 
ed period of poor performance in the domestic 
stock market, which reached a critical point on 
Monday when the Shanghai Stock Exchange hit 
1,260 points, its lowest level since April. 

Cha would not comment on the stock market 
plunge when interviewed by China Youth Daily 
on Monday. 

Cha, 54, who became the first Hong Kong citi- 
zen hired as deputy ministry-level government 
official when she took the vice chairman post 
three years ago, would still receive a 5 million 
yuan annual salary specially approved by the 
State Council, reports said. 

In Cha’s first nine months in office, the CSRC 
enacted more than 40 laws and regulations for 
the punishment of listed companies that violat- 
ed rules and more than 80 listed firms and 10 
agencies were openly accused of wrongdoing and 
accepted administrative punishment. 

Under her watch, the independent director 
system, guarantor system and other programs 
were established to render the domestic stock 
market more open, fair and transparent. 

Cha denied rumors that she was stepping 
down for health reasons in the China Youth Dai- 
ly interview. 

“My body is fine, but my family is in Hong 
Kong. I have been separated from my family too 
long. That’s the real reason,” she said. 


Hisense Accuses Siemens of Swiping irodemaik 


Construction 
Bank Set to 
Launch Firm, 
issue Bonds 

By James Kirk 

China Construction Bank, 
one of the big four state-owned 
commercial banks, announced 
Wednesday it was establishing 
a joint stock company in the 
run-up to its planned initial 
public offering, China Daily 
reported yesterday. 

The new company should be 
established next week, it said. 

The bank has been picked 
as a pilot for reform of the 
national banking system and 
split a $45 billion bailout 
from the central government 
in late December with the 
Bank of China. 

In June, Construction Bank 
received government 
permission to split into the 
China Construction Bank 
Group and the joint stock 
listing vehicle China 
Construction Bank 
Corporation after three 
months. 

The joint stock company 
would handle the bank’s 
commercial banking business 
including renminbi and 
foreign currency deposits, 
loans and banking cards, the 
report said. 

Five founding shareholders, 
the largest being Central 
Huijin Investment Co, would 
invest to give the joint stock 
firm a registered capital of 
194.23 billion yuan ($23.4 
billion), it said. 

The remaining 

shareholders are Baosteel Iron 
and Steel Co Ltd, State Grid 
Corp, Yangtze Power and 
China Construction Bank 
Investment Co, which is 
wholly owned by Central 
Huijin Investment. 

“By the end of June, the 
non-performing asset rate of 
China Construction Bank 
dropped 5.69 percentage 
points from the first quarter 
of this year to reach 3.08 
percent,” the newspaper said. 

To replenish its capital base, 
China Construction Bank 
intended to issue a maximum 
of 40 billion yuan worth of 
subordinated bonds, it said. 

The bank issued 15 billion 
yuan in subordinated bonds 
in a first round of sales in 
July, and has announced it 
will issue up to 10 billion yuan 
($1.2 billion) in a second sales 
round today. 

The issue should cover 8 
billion yuan ($963 million) in 
10-year bonds, but the bank 
had reserved the option to 
boost that to 10 billion yuan 
($1.2 billion) if there was 
sufficient investor demand, 
the paper said. 

The bank’s capital adequacy 
ratio was expected to surpass 
eight percent once all the bonds 
were issued, it said. 


By Sun Yongjian 

Siemens again stands accused of 
illegal use of a Chinese trademark, in 
this case that of major domestic ap- 
pliance maker Hisense, Beijing Youth 
Daily reported last Saturday. Both Hi- 
sense and the German conglomerate 
confirmed the news this week. 

Hisense Group registered the Hi- 
Sense trademark with the Qingdao 
Administration of Industry and Com- 
merce in April 1993 and then changed 
the mark to Hisense in 2000, group 
vice president Guo Qingcun said at a 
news release on Tuesday. 

The Hisense mark was widely rec- 
ognized among domestic consumers 
and was honored by the State Admin- 
istration for Industry and Commerce 
as a famous trademark in 1999, Guo 


By Sun Yongjian 

Just four months after being found 
guilty of threatening and harming the 
US television manufacturing indus- 
try, Chinese TV makers again stand 
charged of dumping in the US market 
by the same plaintiff, Five River Elec- 
tronic Innovations LLC. 

The US International Trade Com- 
mission issued its final judgment in 
the first case filed by Five Rivers, a TV 
maker from Tennessee, against Chi- 
nese makers on May 14. 

“Konka has received accurate re- 


said. The group had registered the 
trademark in more than 40 countries 
in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and 
Oceania, he added. 

But the company later discovered 
the HiSense trademark had been reg- 
istered in Germany by Bosch und Sie- 
mens Hausgerate GmbH (BSH) without 
expressed authorization, Guo said. 

“Hisense group has been trying to 
negotiate with BSH to buy the copyright 
back for a reasonable price,” he said. 

Wang Junyan, a media specialist with 
Siemens China’s corporate communica- 
tions department gave Beijing Today a 
different take on events on Tuesday. 

“BSH is an affiliate of Siemens in 
which both Siemens and Bosch hold 
equal 50 percent stakes,” Wang said. 

“BSH registered the trademark Hi- 


ports... that Five River has filed a 
new round of legal action against Chi- 
nese TV makers,” Chen Zhuo, direc- 
tor of the brand management center 
of Konka Group, a Chinese electron- 
ics manufacturer, told Beijing Today 
on Tuesday. 

“This second suit has been filed 
because the plaintiff’s demands were 
not satisfied by the May judgement,” 
Chen said. 

Five Rivers lodged its first an- 
ti-dumping suit, targeted at Konka, 
Changhong, TCL and other Chinese 


Sense in Germany in 1999 as one of 
the Hi series of trademarks it has used 
for many years. There are many other 
brands in the Hi family such as HiNet 
and HiCom. If the trademark Hisense 
was used in the European market by 
any other company, it would be a viola- 
tion of BSH’s copyright.” 

Wang called the matter an “unfor- 
tunate coincidence,” adding, “There is 
no direct competition between BSH 
and Hisense because BSH only sells 
high-end appliances in Europe.” 

BSH hoped to sell the copyright 
to the Chinese enterprise for a fair 
price, he said, which should be agreed 
on by both sides according to factors 
including trademark registration ex- 
penses in Europe and previous mar- 
keting and promotion costs. 


TV exporters, on May 10 last year, 
China Daily reported. 

The Department of Commerce on 
April 13 decided to impose anti-dump- 
ing duties of 4.35 to 78.45 percent on 
the named Chinese companies, essen- 
tially making the US market unprof- 
itable for the targeted enterprises, a 
Shanghai Securities article said on 
May 15. 

The Chinese companies have de- 
nied the charges and argued they sell 
their televisions fairly and at reason- 
able prices. 


Chinese TV Makers Accused of Dumping in US, Again 


British Caterer to Cook 
for Chinese Trains 

The world biggest caterer, Britain-based Com- 
pass Group, entered an agreement with a Chinese 
railway company recently to establish a rail food 
producing base in Beihai, Guangxi Zhuang Auton- 
omous Region. 

Sydney S. Tang, a representative of Compass 
Group PLC, said Sunday that Compass was in- 
creasingly interested in the China market. 

The 150 million yuan ($18 million) venture be- 
tween Compass and Beijing Association of Railway 
Sciences Environmental Protection Sciences & Tech- 
nology Development Co. was expected to begin opera- 
tions this year. 

The railway sector is seen as the last but larg- 
est transportation market to be explored in China. 
China’s railways transported more than 1.1 billion 
passengers in 2003, much higher than the number 
transported by bus or planes. 

In April this year, Compass became the first 
foreign company to enter the catering side of Chi- 
na’s rail sector when it began cooperating with the 
Shanghai Railway Bureau to offer catering services 
on trains running between Beijing and Shanghai. 

(Xinhua) 


Telecom Giant Stings 
Service Providers 

By Annie Wei 

Domestic telecom superpower China Mobile re- 
leased its second sanction notice in a month on 
September 5, naming 27 rule-breaking providers 
of mobile phone added value services, the Beijing 
News reported Tuesday. 

Eight of the 27 companies were forced to exit 
Monternet, China Mobile’s added value service net- 
work, because they did not pass qualification checks. 

Among the services kicked out of the Monter- 
net group were Sina. corn’s Interactive Voice Re- 
sponse mobile phone service lines, which reportedly 
switched from providing romantic advice to inap- 
propriate erotic content, the newspaper said. 

The Ministry of Information and Industry is- 
sued a notice on April 19 requiring stricter reg- 
ulation of lucrative mobile phone short message 
services, which are extremely popular among this 
country’s tens of millions of cell phone users. 

New Corp’s Murdoch Named 
to China Netcom Board 

By Annie Wei 

Rupert Murdock, chairman and CEO of News 
Corp, and John Thornton, former co-president of 
Goldman Sachs Group, have reportedly been hired 
as non-executive directors of China Netcom Com- 
munications Group Corp (Hong Kong), the Hong 
Kong-based newspaper The Standard said last Sat- 
urday. The two foreign businessmen were among 
13 new board appointments named in a company 
document issued before its initial public offering, 
the paper said. 

Murdoch, 73, was appointed chairman of Net- 
corn’s compensation committee and Thornton, 50, a 
member of its audit and compensation committees. 
The company’s new chairman was Zhang Chunji- 
ang, former deputy minister of information indus- 
try, the paper said. 

Shen Xiaomin, general manager for cooperate 
communications at Beijing based-CNC Internation- 
al, would not confirm the reports when contacted on 
Tuesday. 

The Standard said the CNC Fund, formed by 
News Corp, Goldman Sachs and other investors, 
agreed in June to sell its stake in Netcom for 1.78 bil- 
lion shares, or 8.1 percent, in the reshuffled company 
after it goes public. 

Australian Brewer Retreats 
from Domestic Market 

By James Kirk 

Lion Nathan Ltd, Australasia’s second-largest 
brewer on Wednesday announced plans to sell its 
China beer business to China Resources Snow 
Breweries (CRSB) for $154 million, China Daily re- 
ported Thursday. 

CRSB, a joint venture between China Resourc- 
es Enterprises and world beer giant SABMiller, 
would pay US$71 million in cash and assume 
US$83 million in debts from Lion Nathan, the 
newspaper said. 

Analysts said that Lion Nathan was quitting the 
Chinese market due to its huge losses in the com- 
petitive sector. Earlier reports said that during the 
past nine years, the company suffered total losses 
surpassing $140 million. 

CRSB now owns 36 breweries nationwide, Chi- 
na Daily said. 

Toyota Brings Hybrid Car 
Production to China 

Toyota Motor Corp., Japan’s largest automaker, 
said Wednesday it had reached an agreement with 
China FAW Group Corp. to jointly produce Prius hy- 
brid-engine cars in China by the end of 2005. 

The move marks the first time for an overseas 
company to domestically produce hybrid vehicles, 
which run on electricity and gasoline. 

Since the technology to make hybrid cars is 
highly sophisticated and difficult to transfer to Chi- 
na in the short term, Toyota would begin with 
domestic assembly of parts imported from Japan, 
while offering technical aid to FAW, company sourc- 
es said. 

Toyota, which is lagging behind its US and Euro- 
pean rivals in the Chinese market, aims to expand 
its market share by promoting eco-friendly vehicles 
under China’s new auto policy featuring reduction of 
fuel consumption, the company said. 

(Xinhua) 
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Blair Unveils Green Offensive with 
Demand US RaUfies Kyoto 


L ondon, September 14, 
(The Independent) - Tony 
Blair will today urge the 
United States to commit itself to 
tougher action to combat global 
warming and promise that a 
list of green policies will be 
included in Labour’s general 
election manifesto. 

The UK Prime Minister is to 
raise the profile of green issues 
as part of a drive to woo back 
people disaffected by the Iraq war. 
Labour’s private polling shows 


that “progressive voters,” many of 
whom were alienated by Blair’s 
stance on Iraq, regard the envi- 
ronment as a top priority. 

Speaking at a conference staged 
by the Prince of Wales’s Business 
and the Environment Program, 
Blair will stop short of a full-fron- 
tal attack on US President George 
W. Bush, but will make clear that 
when Britain takes over the presi- 
dency of the G8 Group of leading 
industrialized nations in January, 
it will expect America to accept its 


responsibilities on global warming. 

Blair, who believes the Kyoto 
treaty does not go far enough, 
will reiterate his call for the 
United States to sign it. He will 
identify climate change as one 
of the greatest challenges facing 
the planet, saying that one coun- 
try acting alone cannot solve 
the problem. He believes that 
nations that promise to act must 
be assured that they will not be 
undermined by “free riders” who 
refuse to play their part. 

(Andrew Grice) 

Analyst’s Take: 

According to the Tokyo treaty 
signed in 1997, 32 industrialized 
countries will reduce their green- 
house gas emissions by an average 
5.2 percent below 1990 levels in 
the period from 2008 to 2012. 
The level for the US is 7 percent 
below 1990, and the EU, 8 percent. 
Because of Russia's ambiguous atti- 
tude towards ratifying the treaty, it 
has not taken effect by far. 

Blair attempted to build a green 
political image for the British gen- 
eral elections next year by means 
of showing his concerns on the 
global environmental problem. 

But, for the Bush government, 
it is quite out of the question 
that it will change its attitude 
towards the problem, especially at 
the moment of presidential elec- 
tions and as he faces harassment 
on anti-terrorism. 

For a long time, the Bush gov- 
ernment has held a strong attitude 
on the energy policy and global 
climate issues, saying than there 
is no way the US will ratify the 
pact and then hurt its economical 
development. 

Though, by comparison, Ker- 
ry's policy is much wilder, and 
maybe a modified energy policy 
will be made if Kerry is elected; 
but, considering the dim future of 
the Tokyo treaty taking effect, it 
is unlikely the US will ratify the 


treaty in the near future. 

The reasons why the US resists 
ratifying the Tokyo treaty are as fol- 
lows: The first and foremost is that it 
will cost an unacceptable economic 
loss for the US to cut its greenhouse 
gas emissions to meet the treaty's 
standard - a great number of jobs 
will be lost, too. 

By comparison, the mission for 
the EU to cut emissions seems much 
easier to achieve. For one thing, the 
task is jointly carried out by all EU 
members as a bubble; for another, 
the UK and Germany make up 
a majority part of the task: The 
former has transferred its main 
consumed energy from coal to nat- 
ural gas successfully and the latter 
has shut down a large number 
of coal enterprises located in East 
Germany after unity - so, the emis- 
sion of carbon dioxide is cut down 
to a great extent. 

The second reason is that the 
US considers it to be unfair that 
only industrialized nations are 
required to cut emissions under 
the treaty. Those developing coun- 
tries like India and China do not 
need to cut emissions under the 
treaty. 

And, finally, the Bush govern- 
ment believes there is a scientific 
uncertainty surrounding the global- 
warming issue. 

In a word, the US takes eco- 
nomic development as a top prior- 
ity as long as its economy develops, 
investments will increase and the 
clean and green energy technique 
will be prompted, thus, the effi- 
ciency of energy consumption will 
be improved. The US's attitude 
towards energy and the global cli- 
mate issue has long been stable 
and experienced little change by 
now. 

— Chen Ying, Associate 
Research Fellow , Institute of 
World Economics and Politics 
(IWEP), Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (CASS) 

(Wei Lixin) 


Assault Weapons Ban to 
Expire Monday 


OPEC to Add More Oil to Mix 


Vienna, Austria, September, (AP) 
- The Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) will 
increase the cartel’s oil production 
by one million barrels a day to meet 
the global demand for oil. 

Kuwaiti Oil Minister Sheik 
Ahmad Fahad al-Ahmad al-Sabah 
said the cartel agreed to raise 
output by nearly 4 percent, adding 
it would take effect November 1. 

The decision will increase 
OPEC’s self-imposed output limit 
for all its members, except Iraq, 
from 26 million barrels a day to 28 
million barrels, bringing the cartel 
in line with actual output, which 
stands at more than 27.4 million 
barrels now. 

Saudi Oil Minister Ali al-Naimi 
reiterated Wednesday that current 
prices were too high, but said there 
was no sign that the market’s 
strength was damaging demand. 

A proposal by the cartel’s board 
of governors to increase the price 
band will be made at a meeting 
December 6 in Cairo. 

The million-barrel quota hike 
is designed to underline OPEC’s 
intent to bring crude prices back 
below $40 a barrel. 

Local Report: 

Actually, OPEC has consider- 
ably boosted production over the 
past three months as oil prices have 
been rising, too. 


For more than 40 years, OPEC 
has been trying to protect the inter- 
ests of oil-producing countries against 
Western oil companies since it was 
founded in 1960 in Baghdad. 

OPEC is keen to show that it 
can play its role as the oil market's 
informal regulator. To bring more 
oil or less oil to the market has 
been a common and visible tackle 
to adjusting oil prices. 

But, this time, most of OPEC's 
members are already producing 
well above their quotas and near 
their maximum capacity; for exam- 
ple, seven OPEC countries - Alge- 
ria, Iran, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emir- 
ates - are producing at capacity or 
close to it. Only Saudi Arabia can 
still increase production by about 
one million barrels a day. 

This decision was also overshad- 
owed by a weekly report that showed 
a big drop in crude stocks in the 
US, as well as market anxieties over 
Iraq oil security, interrupted supply 
from non-OPEC countries such as 
Russia, and damage caused by Hur- 
ricane Ivan, which swept through 
the Gulf of Mexico and forced the 
shutdown of some production in the 
US. This means OPEC's decision 
could not defeat the price hike and 
other market factors. 

— Yangtze Evening Post , Sep- 
tember 16 

(JingYi) 


S an Francisco, California, 
September 13, (AP) - Ten 
years after being born out 
of the carnage of three California 
mass shootings, the federal 
assault weapons ban is fading out 
of existence. 

While manufacturers look for a 
boom in business as people buy 
previously banned weapons like 
TEC-9s, police chiefs warn of an 
upsurge in crime. 

The law’s chief sponsor, Dem- 
ocratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein, is 
urging retailers not to sell the 
disputed weapons, while hoping 
for a change in the nation’s polit- 
ical climate. 

Just over a year after the San 
Francisco shootings, former presi- 
dent Bill Clinton signed Feinstein’s 
bill, making it law. It banned the 
sale of 19 specific semiautomatic 
weapons and ammunition clips of 
10 rounds or more. 

But it was set to expire exactly 
10 years later if it was not renewed 
in Congress, and President George 
W. Bush never pushed Congressio- 
nal leaders to move the renewal 
legislation. 

“The bill’s not perfect; we could 
have written a better bill,” Fein- 
stein says. “I just didn’t know 
how craven the gun manufacturers 
would be.” 

Studies done by pro- and anti- 
gun groups, as well as the Justice 
Department show conflicting 
results on whether the ban has 
helped reduce crime. 

California and other more urban 
states, including Massachusetts and 
New York, have passed their own 
laws curbing the use of assault 
weapons where some are more strin- 
gent than the federal ban. 

Analyst’s Take: 

On September 14, just three days 
after the anniversary of the grisly 
attack on the twin towers in New 
York three years ago, despite wide- 


spread popular backing, a 10-year 
ban on assault weapons has expired 
in the United States. 

The ban, enacted in 1994 during 
the Bill Clinton administration, had 
outlawed 19 types of military -style 
assault weapons, banned certain fea- 
tures on firearms such as bayonet 
mounts, and limited ammunition 
magazines to 10 rounds. The end of 
the ban means firearms can now be 
legally bought. 

Here, some interest groups and 
gun manufacturers such as the 
National Rifle Association (NRA), 
which has hailed the expiration of 
the ban, have exerted their influ- 
ence. The NRA, founded in 1871, 
was an influential interest group. 
In the small states in particular, 
and the rural states, the NRA's 
control is much greater. This 
association aims to abolish gun 
bans, always hampering presiden- 
tial or congressional candidates 
who advocate bans on weapons. 
Democrats have paid highly when 
Clinton signed the ban in 1994 
and lost control of the House to the 
Republicans. 

Some believe that former vice 
president Al Gore lost crucial 
states, including his home state of 
Tennessee, during the 2000 elec- 
tion because he came out too 
strongly for gun control. To be sure, 
in the 2004 election, both Republi- 
cans and Democrats do not want 
to displease influential groups like 
the NRA. Thereby, Bush has prom- 
ised to renew the ban but did 
not take any actions on it; Kerry's 
Democrats, though, hit hard at 
Bush, supporting the ban vocally, 
too. This, of course, resulted in an 
end to the ban, where group inter- 
ests have defeated public interests 
once again. 

— Wei Hongxia , research 
fellow at the Institute of Ameri- 
can Studies, China Academy of 
Social Sciences 

(JingYi) 



Coke Expects at least 24% 
3Q loss 


Atlanta, September 15, (AP) - Coca-Cola warned that 
its third-quarter per-share results will drop at least 24 
percent from a year ago because of poor weather in Europe 
and problems executing its business strategy in North 
America. The company’s stock fell sharply in the news. 

The world’s largest beverage maker temporarily shelved 
its policy of not giving quarterly earnings guidance in 
announcing on Wednesday the unfavourable outlook, 
which would fall short of expectations. 

Atlanta-based Coke said its reported net earnings 
for the July-September period will be in the range of 
35-38 cents. At 38 cents, that would be a 24-percent 
earnings-per-share decline from the 50 cents Coke 
reported in the same period 
in 2003. 

Excluding charges, Coca- 
Cola said it now forecasts third- 
quarter earnings in the range of 
46-48 cents per share. Analysts 
surveyed by Thomson First Call 
were looking for Coca-Cola to 
post third-quarter earnings of 
54 cents per share, excluding 
AP Photo one-time items. 



Sony To Pay Only S300M in S5B 
MGM Deal 

Tokyo, September 15 (AFP) - Sony, which is lead- 
ing a group of investors to acquire the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Hollywood movie studios for nearly $5 billion, 
will only pay some $300 million initially in the deal, 
according to reports. 

Sony would only pay about $300 million because the 
firm cannot afford a huge investment due to a sluggish 
household electronics business and the large investment 
required for semiconductor operations, the Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun said, without citing sources. 

Sony is expected to gradually increase its stake in the 
US studio by buying out its co-investors, said the Yomi- 
uri Shimbun newspaper, which also reported the Japa- 
nese firm would initially spend only $300 million. 

Tokyo-based Sony spokesman Keita Sanekata declined 
to comment on the reports. “We cannot confirm how much 
our firm will pay for the acquisition of MGM,” he said. 

Sony confirmed Tuesday that the consortium led by 
Sony of America agreed to acquire MGM for $12 in cash 
per MGM share, plus the assumption of MGM s debt, in 
a deal worth nearly $5 billion. 

US Airways Says Nasdaq will 
Deist Shares 

Los Angeles, September 14, (Reuters) - Bankrupt air- 
line US Airways Group said on Tuesday the Nasdaq 
stock market will delist its shares and its stock symbol 
UAIRQ at the start of business on September 15. 

The Virginia-based airline sought bankruptcy pro- 
tection last Sunday after being pinched by low-cost 
rivals, higher fuel prices and a failure to win new 
labour concessions. 


Wal-Mart Boss Pips Murdoch in 
Powerhroker list 

London, September 14, (Mail & Guardian) - The 
readers of glossy society magazine Vanity Fair are likely 
to raise an eyebrow or two this month after the maga- 
zine put the boss of Wal-Mart at the top of its annual 
New Establishment power list. 

Lee Scott, who has helped build Wal-Mart into the 
world’s biggest retailer with a pile-it-high and sell-it- 
cheap philosophy, is a surprise entry. The list promises 
to rank the top 50 leaders of the information age and is 
normally dominated by media, entertainment and tech- 
nology figures. 

Scott, who was number nine on last year’s list, dis- 
places News Corporation Chairperson and Chief-execu- 
tive Rupert Murdoch. Third is another media magnate, 
Viacom’s Sumner Redstone, followed by Bill Gates of 
Microsoft and Steve Jobs of Apple. 

Scott (55) makes the top of the list because Wal-Mart 
has become “the nation’s dominant peddler of cultural 
products,” the magazine said. Wal-Mart is the largest 
company in the world in terms of revenue and has a 
greater market capitalization than Time Warner, Disney, 
News Corp and Viacom combined. 

Royals at Ease for Harry’s 20th 

London, September 15 (Reuters) - Britain’s royal 
family has released a picture to coincide with Prince 
Harry’s 20th birthday. 

Taken by photographer Mario Testino, the picture 
shows Harry in fits of laughter leaning forward with his 
face down, while his father Prince Charles and 22-year-old 
brother Prince William are facing the camera and smil- 
ing broadly in the black and white photograph, taken at 
Highgrove, his countryside home in Gloucestershire. 

“They were not laughing at anything in particu- 
lar,” said Testino. “It’s just the way they relate to each 
other. They seem to have a uniquely close father-son 
relationship.” 

The Sun tabloid was not impressed. It said 

the photo looked like “a 
dodgy holiday snap” and 
attached a “quality con- 
trol” sticker, saying “to 
improve your pictures 
make sure subjects look 
at camera.” 

Harry, second of 
Charles’s two sons from 
Harry (left) with father Prince his marriage to Princess 
Charles (center) and 22-year- Diana, who died in a car 
old brother Prince William crash in Paris in 1997, 
Reuters Photo turns 20 Wednesday. 
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Public Supports Bigger 
Buffer for Foibidden City 


By WangXiaoxiao 

More than 80 percent of the people 
consulted in the two weeks since the 
Beijing Municipal Cultural Relics Bu- 
reau began soliciting opinions on the 
planned buffer zone around the For- 
bidden City prefer the larger of two 
proposed schemes, the Beijing News 
said Wednesday. 

Beijing Today reported on this is- 
sue on the front page last Friday 
On Tuesday, 10 days after the bu- 
reau began testing the public waters, 


bureau Director General Mei Ning- 
hua held a press conference to tell 
downtown residents that some de- 
gree of construction would still be al- 
lowed within the protected area. 

An online survey showed many 
people living inside the proposed Zone 
borders were concerned that a con- 
struction moratorium would prevent 
the improvement of residences in or- 
der to keep their original appearanc- 
es, the Beijing Times said. 

The larger of the proposed zones 


would cover 30 historical and cul- 
tural areas in Beijing, including 
the Shishahai and Luoguxiang re- 
gions. 

Mei said a height ceiling of nine 
meters would be imposed on build- 
ings within the buffer zone and that 
houses in poor condition would be re- 
constructed, not just demolished. 

“Modern buildings within the bor- 
ders that are out of place against the 
historical setting of the Forbidden 
City should, on principle, be rebuilt 


to more closely match the World Her- 
itage Site in terms of height, appear- 
ance and color,” he said. “Yet no new 
structures will be knocked down for 
the time being.” 

Originally, a third proposal called 
for an even larger protection zone 
that would include Wangfujing Ave- 
nue, but the plan was scrapped after 
closer inspection revealed it would 
be all but impossible to restore every 
structure within the massive area, 
Mei said. 



Six twins showed up at the news conference. 

Double Vision 

By Zhou Ying 

More than three hundred twins from all over the 
world will gather at a celebration of genetic duplica- 
tion at Honglingjin Park in Chaoyang District from 
October 2 to 6. 


Photo by Photocome 

It will be Beijing’s first running of the International 
Twin Culture Festival. The schedule of activities will in- 
clude games and fun athletic competitions for pairs, as 
well as some “top ten twins” winners, with prizes going 
to the most beautiful, gifted and famous pairs. 

The event is open for free to all twins that sign up 
to participate before Monday, September 20. More de- 
tails on the event are available at www.hljpark.com. 


Chinese Identity May Have Provoked 
Beating of HK Citizen 


College Grounds 

Wannabe 

Bropouts 

By Dong Nan 

A group of female freshmen hoping 
to drop out from the Beijing College of 
Economy and Technology have called 
for public assistance since they were 
prevented from walking through cam- 
pus gates by college authorities. 

“We are all from other provinces 
and came to Beijing for our college ed- 
ucations. We’ve found that the Beijing 
College of Economy and Technology 
is not as good as its advertisements 
claim, so we wanted to leave. But the 
college has refused to let us go, and 
even threatened us and restricted our 
personal activities and movement,” 
the 20 students wrote in a co-signed 
letter posted in many online forums 
last week. 

The private college’s ads said it was 
located in Zhongguancun, Haidian 
District and had a large faculty of 
skilled instructors, but the students 
were taken to a branch campus in 
suburban Changping County where 
facilities were poor, lacking even bath- 
rooms, and most teachers were only 
college graduates, the letter said. The 
college even charged 2,600 yuan for 
accommodation, far more than the ad- 
vertised room and board fees of 1,600 
yuan, without any explanation, the 
students wrote. 

A freshman student surnamed 
Zhao from the college’s International 
Trade Department told Beijing Youth 
Daily on Sunday that the college re- 
cruited only 100 new students this 
year, and because of the low enroll- 
ment, decided to temporarily com- 
bine four departments, affecting 40 
first-year students. However, that 
new department had yet to run one 
formal class since the term began 
two weeks ago, leaving students to 
learn on their own, Zhao said. 

For those reasons, the 20 students 
decided to call it quits, but the head 
of the college’s recruiting office, sur- 
named Zhou, told them they could 
not drop out unless their parents ap- 
proved and personally came to pick 
them up. 

The students responded that they 
came from distant rural areas, and 
most of their parents were illiterate 
and financially incapable of making 
the trip. The college used that as a rea- 
son to drop the matter, the letter said. 

Zhao said after they tried to drop 
out, she and the students were moved 
to another dormitory in an area where 
many teachers lived and not allowed 
to leave campus. She said whenever 
she left the dorm, she was trailed by a 
male student from another grade. He 
later confessed that he was sent by the 
college to “keep her from doing stupid 
things,” Zhao said. 

Other prospective dropouts report- 
ed similar experiences. 

Zhou told Beijing Youth Daily that 
he had not heard of any such incidents, 
but did acknowledge that some stu- 
dents had wanted to drop out. “But not 
many,” he quickly added. 

Wei Zhuxian, a student from Guilin, 
Guangxi, was the only student to 
succeed in leaving the college as of 
Wednesday. 

Wei told Beijing Today that she 
was allowed to go only because she 
had argued repeatedly with Zhou 
and had been hit on the arms by 
some teachers. The college agreed on 
Monday that she could drop out on 
grounds she not talk to the local me- 
dia, she said. 


By Dong Nan 

A businesswoman from Hong 
Kong says she was beaten last 
Saturday in Chaoyang District 
simply because she called herself 
Chinese. 

From her bed in the China- 
Japan Friendship Hospital, Wang 
Xiaoju, 62, said that the attack oc- 
curred inside the Yabao Building 
on Yaobaolu, the Beijing Times re- 
ported on Tuesday. 

The incident began when she 
entered store No. 300 in that build- 
ing and was surprised when a sales 
girl asked if she was Chinese. 

“I said, ‘of course I’m Chinese’,” 
she recalled. The sales person then 
told her that Chinese were “not 
welcomed in the store.” 

Wang said she quarreled with 
the young woman until an older 
man appeared and assaulted her. 

“He hit my left eye and I lost 
consciousness for around 10 min- 
utes,” Wang told the Beijing Times. 
When she awoke, she promptly 
called the police. 

However, the accused attacker, 
Mr. Qi, who works as a translator 
at the store, denied the beating 
ever occurred. 


By Annie Wei 

A brief gun battle that left 10 
people injured, four seriously, broke 
out in southern Daxing District 
last Saturday, the Beijing News re- 
ported Tuesday. Daxing police have 
detailed 12 men suspected of in- 
volvement in the skirmish. 

A police source disclosed the as- 
sailants used homemade guns in 
the incident, which took place at 
the Beiputuo Film and Television 
City in the Huangzhuang area of 
Daxing, the article said. 



Wang Xiaoju is still in the hospital. 


“We quarreled and then I tried 
to get her out of the store. I never 
hit her, but when I touched her 
sleeve, she fell on the ground. I 
thought she was pretending to 
faint, so I did not help her up,” he 
was quoted as saying in the news- 
paper’s report. 

Doctors at the China-Japan 
Friendship Hospital said Wang’s 
face, head and neck showed signs 
of trauma, her blood pressure was 
far above normal and the vision 
in her left eye had been seriously 
damaged. 

Wang later said she had been 
planning to make a $10 million 
business investment in Beijing, 
but had decided to take her money 


The 10 injured were sent to Ren- 
he Hospital in Daxing, and the four 
most seriously wounded remain in 
the hospital under round-the-clock 
police surveillance, it said. 

A doctor from the hospital was 
quoted as saying he believed the 
four injured men, all of whom 
had sustained wounds from small 
steel balls and shrapnel shot 
from the primitive guns, were 
from Liaoning Province, judging 
by their accents. 

Another source said the two par- 


to Tianjin following the incident. 

Wang Yu, the salesgirl who 
quarreled with Wang Xiaoju, said 
she only told the older woman 
that the shop did not sell goods to 
Chinese and did not try to drive 
her out. 

The head of the safety depart- 
ment at Yabao Building, surnamed 
Wang, told the Beijing Times that 
no stores in the building refused 
Chinese customers, but because 
they tended to exclusively stock 
European-style clothing, they may 
not have many garments suitable 
for domestic shoppers. 

The owner of store No. 300, a 
man surnamed Gao who did not 
give his full name, refused to com- 
ment on the incident beyond say- 
ing he was sure the police would 
find the truth. 

Most of the shops in Yabao Build- 
ing are wholesalers of clothing that 
target foreign buyers. Last October, 
many local media reported shops in 
the building were refusing Chinese 
customers, a policy widely criticized 
as discriminatory. 

Chaoyang police are still looking 
into the case. Wang has said she 
plans to file a lawsuit against Qi. 


ties involved in the clash were from 
two companies that had tangled vi- 
olently in the past. Last Saturday 
afternoon, a group of around a doz- 
en men from one side tried to pick 
a fight with the other, but were met 
with a hail of crude bullets when 
they arrived at the office building’s 
gate, the source said. 

A Daxing police spokesperson 
told Beijing Today on Thursday 
that they were investigating the 
case and could not provide any de- 
tailed information. 


Ten Injured in local Gun Fight 


Dislocation Case Audited 
by Government Panel 

By Wang Fang 

On Monday, 92 provincial and ministerial offi- 
cials from the National School of Administration 
observed the handling of a case in the Beijing No. 
1 Intermediate People’s Court. 

The plaintiff, 84-year-old Li Shuying, was su- 
ing her district government for making a change 
that allowed her daughter to keep all the money 
received as compensation after the family’s apart- 
ment was demolished last year. 

Li had lived in the two-room apartment near 
Zhenwumiao in Xicheng District for years. In De- 
cember 1987, the former Xicheng Housing and 
Land Management Bureau changed the name of 
the leaseholder from Li’s husband to her second 
daughter without notifying Li. 

When the apartment building was torn down 
in 2003, the 360,000 yuan in compensation 
granted by the local government went to the 
daughter, who kept all the money. Li filed her 
suit against Xicheng authorities on grounds she 
did not know about the name change until just 
before the demolition. 

The court ruled that the switch was illegal, es- 
pecially since Li qualified as the legal leaseholder 
because she did not have any personal source of 
income or other housing. 

The provincial and ministerial officials who 
audited the case were participants in the Justice 
in Administrative Trial Workshop held by the Na- 
tional School of Administration. 

Professor Ying Songnian, who organized the 
observation panel, told the Beijing Times on 
Thursday that government officials needed to 
experience the procedures of administrative tri- 
als in order to really understand the judicial 
process. 

Beijing Vice Mayor Niu Youcheng, a member of 
the workshop, noted that continuing demolition 
to make way for new buildings for the 2008 Olym- 
pic Games meant disputes about relocation and 
compensation were sure to persist. 



Discounts and 24-hour operations drew over one million 
people to the Beijing New World Shopping Center last 
weekend. Photo by Photocome 


Mall Promotion Sparks 
Shopping Fever 

By Zhou Ying 

Local consumers went on an unprecedented 
round-the-clock shopping binge last weekend at 
the Beijing New World Shopping Mall. 

The mall in Chongwen District set a local record 
by staying open 60 straight hours beginning mid- 
night last Friday to celebrate its sixth birthday. 

“We received a total of over one million cus- 
tomers,” Liu Jinglun, deputy section head of the 
mall’s public relations department told Beijing 
Today on Monday. 

Liu said that the results far exceeded expec- 
tations. “Preliminary figures show gross sales 
hit around 100 million yuan during the 60-hour 
period.” 

The shopping mall was jam-packed through- 
out the weekend, with lines of ready-to-pay cus- 
tomers snaking up to six or seven meters from 
cash registers. 

“I had to wait in line for two hours for my turn 
to pay. I never expected so many people would 
show up at night!” a Ms. Zhang was quoted as 
saying by the Beijing News last Friday. 

Things edged closer to chaos in the mall’s su- 
permarket. The line of people waiting to get their 
hands on reduced-price rice ran over 200 meters 
long and all the major goods offered at discounts, 
such as rice, flour, cooking oil and beverages, sold 
out in just 20 minutes. 

Liu speculated that many shoppers may have 
been drawn by the reduced prices of high-end 
items such as cell phones, jewelry and wrist- 
watches, rarely discounted at local malls. 

The flood of consumers ground traffic outside 
the mall to near standstill. As late as 4 am, cars 
were bumper-to-bumper and parking places were 
all but impossible to find, even along nearby al- 
leys, according to one local resident. 

Business analyst Li Kerang told the Beijing 
Morning Post that other shopping malls in Beijing 
could use New World’s success as a future refer- 
ence, but advised they refrain from simply copy- 
ing the promotion activity. 

“You have to take everything into consider- 
ation, such as sufficient supply of goods, public se- 
curity and personnel management,” Li said. 
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For 

Triggers 


By Sun Yongjian \ Zhou Ying 

W ith the surg- 
ing consump- 
tion of daily 
necessities, 
the ensuing 
price hike - forecasted to 
reach its peak in this year’s 
third quarter - has recently 
come under public scrutiny. 

“There is a rise in charg- 
es for water and electricity 
and also a rise in oil and 
rice prices, which has added 
to our difficulties,” a local 
resident of Beijing’s Haidian 
district told the China Eco- 
nomic Times last Tuesday. 

Besides common people 
who are uneasy about the 
price hike, enterprisers also 
feel the sting. 

“The price of pork has risen 
from 5.8 - 7.8 yuan every half 
a kilogram,” complained Chi 
Xiangdong, a deputy manag- 
er of the Dao Xiangcun Food 
Company, to the China Eco- 
nomic Times , adding, “We had 
to raise the price of our cooked 
meals as well.” 

Chi is worried that if costs 
continue to mount, people like 
him will make less profits. 

“They price of raw mate- 
rials has risen by 20 - 30 
percent,” he continued, “how- 
ever, we cannot make a big 
rise in the terminal product 
price. The price of snacks 
has risen by 7 percent and 
cooked food had risen by 12 
percent till now.” 

Chi warned that the in- 
crease may become an obsta- 
cle in the development of the 
enterprises’ long-term man- 
agement. 

“The less the profit will 
be, the less enterprisers will 
put into production and they 
will not have enough money 
to enhance the environment 
of operation, so they cannot 
guarantee the security and 
quality of the food,” Chi 
charged. 

According to data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics 
of China released on Monday, 
the CPI (consumer price in- 
dex) has increased by 5.3 per- 
cent compared to the same 
period last year. And although 
some experts believe that the 
figure is reasonable and that 
the result will not be too 
grave, the general public and 
enterprisers argue that the 
increase is more serious than 
they think. 

Below is a round-up of 
some points of view. 

Yi Xianrong, director of the 
Institute of Financial Stud- 
ies of the Chinese Acad- 
emy of Social Sciences 
I wonder whether the CPI 
can perfectly reflect the real 
changes in price because the 
factors that affect the CPI do 
not include the people’s larg- 
est consumption - buying a 
house. I think the number 
cannot totally reflect people’s 
consumption standards. 
Nowadays, people always 


misunderstand the rise in 
prices. I think the price trig- 
ger is due to the relationship 
between supply and demand. 
People used to insist that it 
was the rise in costs that 
caused the rise in prices, and 
then led to inflation. 

However, I think it is that 
demand exceeds supply and 
brings about the rise in pric- 
es and inflation. For exam- 
ple, the urgent demand for 
housing induces a rise in the 
means of production, such as 
steel products and building 
materials. Therefore, if ul- 
timate consumer goods are 
still sold at a high price, how 
can the price of raw materi- 
als be dropped? 

I think the upward trend 
of the CPI will continue due 
to the macro-economic bubble 
that has already come into be- 
ing, as well as the overheated 
investment and repeated con- 
struction in infrastructures 
such as real estate. 

As the only measure to 
curb the overheated trend 
of the macro economy, it is 
unavoidable to raise the in- 
terest rate because the nine 
months of a negative actual 
interest rate (the nominal in- 
terest rate minus the 20 per- 
cent in interest rate taxes) 
will stimulate an overheated 
investment in infrastructure. 

Other measures, such as 
open-market operations and 
raising the deposit reserve 
ratio will not be effective. 

Influenced by the rising 
prices of fuel, water, elec- 
tricity, rice, energy, metal, 
etc., presently the prices of 
consumer goods keep going 
up. Inflation will reach more 
than two digits if rising hous- 
ing prices are calculated. 

Citizens’ money is mas- 
sively but unreasonably flow- 
ing into the real-estate 
market due to the overly low 
interest rates; thereby, hous- 
ing prices are raised and the 
bubbles in real estate are 
generating rapidly. 

The interest rate should 
be in line with the macro- 
economic development trend, 
but the present interest rate 
can’t reflect the real condi- 
tion of economic growth. It 
can’t guarantee that the cap- 


ital can flow towards the ef- 
fective places. 

Zheng Chaoyu, a professor 
from the department of 
economics from Renmin 
University of China 

Looking at the figures, we 
can see that there is a rapid 
rise in the price of energy 
sources and farm production. 

The main reason for the 
hike in these two types of 
production is that supply 
falls short of demand. Speak- 
ing of agricultural products, 
I think the hike was because 
of the four-year reduction in 
output. 

However, the period of re- 
duction in output has passed, 
and there will be a bumper 
crop this year. So, I think the 
rise in prices has now been 
affected by the time lagging. 
After the foison, prices will 
naturally drop. 

What I’m concerned about 
now is that farmers can’t 
make a profit from the price 
rise and dealers will receive 
all of the price difference. 
They may still buy grain 
from farmers at a low price 
because farmers are always 
ill-informed. 

Zhao Xijun, professor of the 
School of Finance, Renmin 
University 

A falling CPI is expected 
in the coming two months, ac- 
cording to statistics released 
by the National Bureau of 
Statistics of China, although 
it has been soaring during the 
past three months. 

The present soaring CPI 
is an indicator of consump- 
tion price, which has kept 
going up since the end of 
last year due to the high 
prices of raw materials, such 
as steel; but now, the end of 
the upward going trend is 
approaching. 

Hence, no sufficient rea- 
sons have been found for rais- 
ing the interest rate to curb 
the overheating economy be- 
cause the peak of the mount- 
ing CPI has been attained. 

Another reason for the 
high CPI this year is the 
sharp contrast with last year 
in general economic develop- 
ment. The general economic 
condition of last year was ab- 
normal due to the influence 


of SARS (Severe Acute Re- 
spiratory Syndrome) and a 
series of economic indicators, 
such as consumption, invest- 
ment, and so on, were far be- 
yond the normal level. But 
this year these indicators 
have been recovered. 

Meanwhile, the increase 
in bank deposits in the first 
seven months this year was 
100 billion yuan less than in 
the same period last year. 

Everything shows that a 
powerful trend of consump- 
tion is being exhibited at 
the present time. Generally 
speaking, both general sup- 
ply and general demand are 
strong. 

However, a structural im- 
balance between general sup- 
ply and demand has been 
found. For example, in some 
markets, such as economic 
estates, power, energy, com- 
munications, transportation, 
etc., supply is weaker than 
demand; while in other mar- 
kets, such as luxury estates, 
it is completely different. 

Potential risks are pos- 
sible because the upward 
trend in consumption pric- 
es, investment, credit and 
GDP (gross domestic prod- 
uct) could lead to inflation. 

Besides, with the adjust- 
ment of the interest rate, 
multiple financial instru- 
ments could be available to 
curb this trend, such as open- 
market operations, deposit 
reserve ratios, etc., although 
the effect will be tested. 

Wu Jinglian, a famous econ- 
omist 

Macro-regulatory control 
relies very much on price ad- 
justments, including raising 
the interest rate and control- 
ling the floating exchange 
rate. 

I am in favour of the cen- 
tral bank to take the measure 
of allowing a widened range 
of floating interest rates. 

But some possibilities 
must be considered. The first 
is that consumption will de- 
crease if the deposit interest 
rate is raised. The second is 
that commercial banks’ as- 
set value could shrink if the 
interest rate was raised be- 
cause there is a large amount 
of national bonds at the 
banks. The third is that the 
pressure of revaluing the 
RMB will increase after the 
interest rate is raised. 

Li Yang, president of the 
Financial Research Insti- 
tute of the Academy of 
Social Sciences 

One needn’t worry about 
whether the interest rate 
was raised because, whether 
or not the interest rate is 
raised there will not be any 
big difference. The increas- 
ing rate of the CPI is the 
same as last month and less 
than the expected 5.4 per- 
cent, which means that the 
macro-economic trend isn’t 
becoming worse. 


Probing Pensions 
and Retirement 


By Dong Nan 

L ast week, Hu Xiaoyi, a spokes- 
man for the Ministry of La- 
bour and Social Security, said 
that the ministry was considering 
postponing the legal age for retire- 
ment to relieve stress on the existing 
retirement pension system brought 
about by the aging crisis. 

According to Hu, more and more 
people in China are retiring and 
joining the group of people who rely 
on the retirement pension, putting 
great pressures on the pension sys- 
tem and becoming a major problem 
in China’s social welfare system. 
Therefore, he says, it is necessary 
to postpone the age of retirement 
to make people contribute towards 
pension insurance longer and post- 
pone their eligibility for a retire- 
ment pension. 

According to The Labour Law of 
China released in 1984, men should 
retire at 60 years of age and women 
should retire at 50 (55 for female of- 
ficials) in China. 

Hu said that now the research 
is focusing on women who should 
retire at 50. He added that many 
women in their 50s are still in their 
prime with strong abilities and cre- 
ative potential. It would be too early 
for them to retire, Hu concluded. 

However, Hu also said that the 
ministry did not have a timetable to 
fulfill the new plan, which is now 
just in the research stage. 

Since the pension system affects 
everyone, many people and experts 
shared their opinions on the issue 
following the news release. 

He Ping, chief of the Social Secu- 
rity Institution, Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security 

Experts in our institution and I 
suggested that the government post- 
pone the age for retirement early in 
2000. Now, people who are above 60 
years old make up more than 10 per- 
cent of the population and the pro- 
portion will rise continuously and 
reach the summit in the 2020s. And, 
of course, the retired population will 
also increase accordingly. Therefore, 
the retirement pension is facing a 
state of falling short of expenditure. 

According to our research, in the 
next 20 years, the retirement pen- 
sion will face a gap of 70 billion 
yuan every year. However, if we 
postpone the age for retirement for 
one year, the foundation of the re- 
tirement pension will gain 4 billion 
yuan more and reduce the outcome 
to 16 billion yuan. 

Many developed western coun- 
tries face the problem of an aging 
population and lay stress on pen- 
sions as well, having adopted the 
policy of postponing the age for re- 
tirement too. Some even postpone 
the retirement age to 67. 

However, the policy should not be 
carried out prematurely; we suggest 
the age for retirement be postponed 
to 65 for both men and women in 20 
years. 

Sang Zhulai, researcher of the Min- 
istry of Personnel 

Considering the difficulties of the 
present retirement pension system, 
it is possible to postpone the age of 
retirement, but I think this is not 
the time to do so. 

Now, China has a superfluous hu- 
man resource - college graduates, 
laid-off workers, army veterans and 
peasant labourers migrating to cities 
- all these put a heavy burden on the 
employment situation. If we post- 
pone the age of retirement, things 
would be worse. 

Besides, many official organiza- 
tions are already reducing redun- 
dant personnel, and letting those 
people retire is the most natural, 
peaceful and convenient method. If 


we postpone the age of retirement, 
this reform would be hard to go on. 

What’s more, numbers for high- 
ranking positions are limited at 
many organizations. If we postpone 
the age of retirement, and elderly 
people do not leave their high posi- 
tions, young people will not be able 
to advance. This is harmful to intro- 
ducing people with abilities. 

Zhou Guangfu, professor of Poli- 
tics and Public Affairs, Zhongshan 
University 

Personally, I agree that the age of 
retirement should be postponed. In- 
ternationally, most developed coun- 
tries pursue the principle that men 
and women retire at the same age. 
As I know, in some American states, 
people retire even at 70. 

And I think it would cause trou- 
ble for employment since the first 
and most important way to solving 
the employment problem is to de- 
velop the economy and create more 
positions. It is better to encourage 
young people and laid-off workers 
to create their own careers than 
to ask the elderly to give up their 
places. Besides, to solve the employ- 
ment problem, I think the govern- 
ment should consider shortening the 
hours of work - for example, let peo- 
ple work four days a week. 

Guo Lichang, freelance writer 

To postpone the age of retirement, 
I think the loss would outweigh 
the gain. Some developed countries 
adopt the policy that postpones the 
age of retirement not only to provide 
more pension insurance, but also a 
bigger labour force, which is lacking 
there. But in China this is obviously 
not the case. If the elderly will not 
retire, many young people will not 
be employed. 

Besides, the structure of labour 
is different in China from developed 
countries. In other countries, most 
employees are white-collar workers; 
postponing the age of retirement can 
make them give full play to their in- 
telligence and precious experience. 
But, in China, most employees are 
peasants and physical labourers, or 
blue-collar workers. Retiring at 65 
years of age is too old for them. 

In fact, the pension system is 
not mature in China now. I believe 
that to solve the problem, the gov- 
ernment should improve the system 
itself. Postponing the age of retire- 
ment can help for some time, but not 
forever. 

Jiang Duzhi, retired official, 62 
years old 

I have been working hard my 
whole life, and now I am glad that 
I have retired. I would like to take 
the time to travel all around and de- 
velop some of my hobbies. But if I 
had retired at 65, or as some experts 
say, 70 years of age, following some 
American states, I would be a little 
too old to enjoy life. 

Though my pension and my wife’s 
pension are not much, it is enough, 
and we are happy with it - not to 
mention that we have some savings 
and our son to rely on. 

But, as I know, some of my old 
workmates are not happy with their 
retired lives. They used to be busy 
and occupied. Now, they feel lost 
and have nothing to do at home. In 
fact, they are experienced and can 
work as consultants to young peo- 
ple instead of taking young people’s 
places. Maybe they would not mind 
retiring later. 

I think that a more flexible retire- 
ment system should be considered to 
make the elderly who want to retire 
enjoy their pension and leisure time 
earlier, and those who don’t want to 
retire to give full play to their abili- 
ties and make more contributions to 
society. 



In China, men must retire at 60 years of age and women at 50. Photo by Photocome 
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By Dong Nan 

A research group 

from the All-China 
Women’s 
Federation 
released an 
unprecedented survey 
September 2 about their ideas 
on gender equality targeting 
policymakers in five national 
departments. 

According to Xiao Yang, 
leader of the research group, 
the survey involved 242 high- 
ranking policymakers from the 
National People’s Congress, 
the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference, the 
Ministry of Public Health, 
the State Population and 
Family Planning Commission 
and the All-China Women’s 
Federation, which are believed 
to have a close relationship 
with policymaking that affects 
women. 

The survey found that most 
policymakers agree with the 
principle of gender equality 
and care about women’s rights. 
However, it also pinpointed 
some gender prejudices and 
blind spots that influence 
public policymaking. 

“Although gender equality 
is the principle in the making 
of laws and policies, and 
activists of women’s 
organizations and other 
agencies are making great 
efforts to incorporate gender 
awareness into all work, many 
policymakers still lack an 
adequate understanding of 
gender issues,” said Xiao. 
“Old-fashioned ideas of gender 
are deep-rooted, and are 
represented in the process 
of policymaking in many 
areas. Thus, at present, there 
are still some problems and 
obstacles in the advocacy for 
raising gender sensitization 
and gender awareness and for 
promoting gender equality.” 
Unfairness in practice 
According to the survey, 

71.9 percent of policymakers 
realize that “a policy can 
bring unfair results to men 
and women,” while 28.1 
disagree with the statement. 
However, 44.6 percent of the 
respondents believe that there 
is no unfairness in China’s 
current laws and policies. 
According to Xiao, this shows 
that many policymakers are 
not sensitive enough to gender 
equality while making and 
carrying out certain policies. 

“Though a law or policy 
may not be meant to be 
discriminatory to women, if 
policymakers do not take 
gender equality into 
consideration, unfair things 
can happen,” said Xiao, 
adding, “But not all 
policymakers fully realize 
that.” 

Xiao cited an example of 


the household contract 
responsibility system, which 
stipulates that peasants can 
contract land that belongs to 
the state for at least 20 
years. While this policy seems 
to have nothing to do with 
gender equality at first glance, 
if women marry men in other 
villages, they will lose their 
land and there is no land 
share for them in their 
husbands’ villages. This causes 
many women to lose their 
land, which results in 
inequality. 

According to Xiao, such 
problems exist in the 
renowned Chinese Project 
Hope run by the China Youth 
Development Foundation, 
which aims to help 
impoverished children in rural 
areas go back to school. Most 
families receiving aid from the 
project prefer to send their 
boys to school first, keeping 
the girls at home to farm. The 
All-China Women’s Federation 
counts on another project, 
the Chunlei Plan for Female 
Children, to target girls 
specifically. 

“Many policies and 
regulations seem impartial to 
both genders. However, 
without taking care of the 
different results they may 
bring to different genders 
and the different demands 
and interests, and without 
conscious research and 
statistics based on gender, 
discrimination against women 
can happen in the process,” 
said Xiao, adding, “And our 
policymakers must be aware of 
this.” 

More boys than girls 

Since the early 1980s, the 
sex ratio of babies in most 
provinces and autonomous 
regions in China has remained 
unbalanced. According to 
China’s census, the sex ratio of 
births in 1981 and 1989 were 
108.47 (the ratio of boys and 
girls is 108.47:100) and 111.92 
respectively, and rose to 119.9 
in 2000, which is far above the 
internationally accepted 107 


Survey on 
Gender 
Equality for 
lawmakers 
Makes Wavs 


Sources of Survey Subjects 

Organizations 

Number of 
recipients 

Percentage 

National People’s Congress 

51 

21.1% 

Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference 

50 

20.7% 

Ministry of Public Health 

38 

15.7% 

State Population and Family 
Planning Commission 

53 

21.9% 

All-China Women’s Federation 

50 

20.7% 


Gender Awareness of Policymakers on Certain Issues 


Agree 

Disagree 

A policy can bring unfair results to 
men and women 

71.9% 

28.1% 

There is no unfairness in present 
laws and policies in China 

44.6% 

55.4% 

As long as the economy develops, 
gender equality will improve 

32.6% 

67.4% 

Gender equality means women 
can do whatever men can 

7.4% 

92.6% 

Men should focus on careers and 
women on family affairs 

5.4% 

94.6% 

Quarrels between couples are their 
private affairs and society should 
not intervene 

4.1% 

95.9% 


“danger zone.” In China, there 
are now 18 million more boys 
than girls. 

The research on the issue 
also exposed some problems. 

According to the survey, 

80 percent of policymakers 
believe that the skewed sex 
ratio among babies is caused 
by the traditional idea of 
preferring boys to girls and 
that women are inferior to 
men in society; 60 percent 
attribute this to the family 
planning policy, and 43.5 
percent think it is a result of 
the illegal identification of a 
fetus’s sex. 

“Traditional Chinese 
gender culture holds that boys 
can carry on the family line, 
can regulate the family and 
rule the state, whereas girls 
are only suitable to stay 
at home, attend to their 
husbands and educate 
children. In real life, women 
are inferior to men in such 
areas as politics and 
employment, and the family 
input on education and 
healthcare of girls is also 
lower than that of boys, thus 
resulting in family preference 
for the birth of a boy and 
choices to abort female fetuses. 
In this sense, the issue of 
the unusually unbalanced sex 
ratio is, first of all, a gender 
issue, and the most profound 
representation of the male- 
centric culture,” argued Xiao. 

“I am glad that most 
policymakers realize that, and 
did not take it simply as the 
result of the family planning 
policy and illegal identification 
of a fetus’s sex.” 

However, problems still 
exist. When asked what they 
thought of the harm of a high 
sex ratio among babies, 50.8 
percent of the respondents 
said they thought “it 
influenced the stability of 
society,” 25.6 percent said “in 
the future, it would be hard 
for men to find wives,” but 
only 7.4 percent said “it 
deprives women of their right 
to survival.” 


“When worried for future 
men’s problems of marriage, 
many policymakers neglect 
the problem of female babies’ 
rights to survival are being 
deprived cruelly,” said Xiao. 

“It reveals a lack of gender 
awareness and the traditional 
idea of paying more attention 
to men unconsciously. That 
is sure to influence 
policymaking.” 

Equality and economy 

“Gender equality has not 
improved in many areas in 
China in the past 10 years,” 
said Xiao. “Along with the 
development of the economy, 
the gaps of income and 
employment rate between the 
two genders are even larger.” 

For example, in 1999, the 
annual incomes of women in 
urban areas averaged 7,409 
yuan, 70 percent of that 
among men; but in 1990, the 
number reached 77.4 percent. 
In rural areas, women’s 
average annual income was 
2,368 yuan in 1999, 59.6 of 
that among men; in 1990, the 
number was 64.4 percent. 

The UN ranks a “gender 
equality index” every year for 
countries around the world; in 
1994, China ranked No.71. Yet, 
it falls almost every year - 
from 200 l’s No.76 to 2002’s 
No.77 until last year’s No.83. 

But when asked what they 
thought of the ranking of 
China’s gender equality in the 
international society, 44.2 
percent of the respondents said 
the ranking was “rising”, 17.8 
percent said it was “keeping 
balance”, and only 23.1 percent 
said it was dropping. The 
remaining participants said 
they did not know. 

“That brings us to another 
fact: The development of the 
economy is not necessarily 
meant to improve gender 
equality,” said Xiao. “In fact, 
along with the development 
of the economy and market 
economy, women are intended to 
be in an unfavourable position 
and need help from policy.” 

But, in the survey, when 
asked “Do you think that as 
long as the economy develops, 
gender equality will improve?” 
one third of the policymakers 
- most of whom are from the 
National People’s Congress, a 
legislation group - said “yes”. 

The survey also found 
that the favourable channel 
for policymakers to get 
information about gender 
equality was via “special 
lectures,” said Xiao. She said 
that based on the results 
of the survey, the research 
group suggested that the 
All-China Women’s 
Federation should organize 
lectures for policymakers and 
release some materials on 
gender equality. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall > 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the ^ 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, ^ 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 


From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 


"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
* 1 1 A 1 ' ^ " nming Daxue stop. 
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An injured child recovers in hospital after kindergarten 
attack. 


Alleged hag containing explosives 


Machete used by kindergarten attacker to stab victims 


An injured child with mother in hospital 


Kindergarten Stabbing Spree Strikes Again 


By Zhou Ying 

W ith the public 
still reeling 
from grief over 
August’s school- 


stabbing spree in Beijing 
that left one child dead and 
17 others injured, a similar 
tragedy took place at the 
Xiao Jianqiao Kindergarten 


in Suzhou city, Eastern Chi- 
na’s Jiangsu Province, re- 
cently 

According to a local news 
report, 28 children were in- 


jured last Friday morning 
when a man burst into a 
kindergarten, where all of 
the students were children 
of migrant workers, stab- 


bing them with a machete. 
The criminal was found car- 
rying gasoline and a home- 
made explosive device. 

The offender was imme- 


diately arrested and all of 
the injured parties were 
sent to hospital just in 
time. 

From kindergarten to 
bloodbath 

A local resident of Su- 
zhou city surnamed Qian 
was the first to witness the 
tragedy. He told the Nan- 
fang Daily last Saturday 
that he saw a bald man in 
the kindergarten waving 
an object among a group 
of children. “The moment I 
realized that it was a knife, 
I was really astonished,” 
he recalled. 

According to Qian, the 
criminal was about 40 
years old with dark skin. 
“He stabbed the children 
like cutting firewood,” Qian 
recounted, adding: “I saw 
some children fall over, cry- 
ing loudly, and then the 
man set fire to one of the 
houses.” He then called the 
police. 

Shen Xiaolin, a member 
of the rescue team told The 
Beijing News last Sunday 
that after they raided the 
kindergarten, they found 
a Coca-Cola bottle filled 
with burning gasoline. “We 
transferred the children to 
the first floor and ran up- 
stairs to find the others. 
However, we found that the 
door on the second floor 
was locked,” Shen said. 

Wang Jintu, another 
team member, kicked the 
door open, and police ar- 
rested the accused. Wang 
said that when they went 
upstairs, he heard cries 
coming out of a locked 
room. “The moment I 
kicked the door open, I 
saw the criminal, who was 
wearing sunglasses and 
shouting at a child as he 
stabbed him,” said Wang. 
Gruesome memories 
linger on 

Tian Yongqing and 
Wang Huiying, an elderly 
couple who live across from 
the kindergarten, say they 
had a sleepless night after 
witnessing the tragedy. “We 
will never forget the faces 
of those frightened chil- 
dren,” they told the Shang- 
hai Morning Post last 
Saturday. 

“I was watching TV at 
about 10:00 Friday morn- 
ing when I heard somebody 
crying for help,” continued 
Tian. “I then hurried to see 
what had happened with 
my wife.” 

Tian and his wife helped 
police transfer the children 
outside. They said that the 
moment they rushed to 
the crime scene, they saw 
many injured and fright- 
ened children sitting on the 
bed, crying. 

“I lifted the bed sheets 
off a bed to find some chil- 
dren hiding underneath,” 
Wang said. Wang then tried 
to drag them out, but the 
children refused, saying, 
“Bad people will kill us!” 
The couple took the vic- 
tims to their home to offer 
them food and drinks. 

Wang recalled that the 
three teachers at the scene 
were too frightened to 
react. According to a re- 
port from a local newspa- 
per, they had not received 


any first-aid or emergency 
training, and declined to be 
interviewed. 

In a hospital interview 
with the Beijing Star Dai- 
ly, Xue Minghui, a four- 
year-old injured child, said 
he does not want to go 
back to school anymore. 
“The stranger broke into 
the room, he splashed wa- 
ter (gasoline) everywhere, 
and then began to stab us.” 
Xue added that there were 
three “bad people” in total. 

The injured parties were 
rushed to the Suzhou No. 2 
People’s Hospital, Suzhou 
Children’s Hospital and 
Wuzhong People’s Hospi- 
tal respectively for surgery 
and treatment. Reportedly, 
all of the children are in 
stable condition. 

According to the parent 
of an injured child, there 
were actually three crim- 
inals involved, but only 
one was responsible for the 
stabbing. Some witnesses 
and rescue workers con- 
firmed that the other two 
parties fled the scene. 

A related department 
told the Beijing Morning 
Post on Monday that there 
were indeed three crimi- 
nals at the scene, although 
they refused to release fur- 
ther details. “The other two 
criminals are still at large,” 
it added. 

Out of ‘retaliation’ 

Local public security of- 
ficials told parents that the 
offender was “retaliating” 
due to personal issues and 
that he had written a let- 
ter before committing the 
offence, without elaborat- 
ing further. 

According to Xinhua 
News Agency, the offender 
is a 41-year-old man called 
Yang Guozhu from Jiangsu 
Province. The agency report- 
ed that Yang has four broth- 
ers, with one currently in 
prison and the remaining 
three with criminal records. 

Some parents of the in- 
jured children, who are all 
migrant workers outside 
of Suzhou Province, said 
they don’t have the money 
or the know-how to deal 
with the tragedy. “We can- 
not stop working to take 
care of our children, and 
we really need help from 
society,” cried one of the 
grief-stricken parents. 

Few facts 

According to a report 
from the Shanghai Morn- 
ing Post last Friday, the 
glass door of the kindergar- 
ten was broken and some 
homemade dynamite was 
scattered on the ground. 

However, local police 
have refused to confirm 
this information, and in- 
sist they had not found any 
dynamite. 

According to a witness, 
the criminal brought an or- 
dinary firecracker — not dy- 
namite with him. However, 
the witness acknowledged 
that the accused was carry- 
ing gasoline and had start- 
ed a fire. 

Journalists who had 
contacted the kindergar- 
ten’s principal did not 
obtain any comments. Re- 
portedly, the principal said 
that he, too, was a victim. 


State Pharmaceutical Reserve 
Fund System Flawed 


By Wang Fang 

I n August, an anonymous group 
of industry insiders dubbed 
“Mao Jiangyu” reported the 
flaws in the management of the 
State pharmaceutical reserve fund 
to the South China Weekend News, 
arousing serious public attention 
in the midst of frequent natural 
calamities. 

Critics say the main problem 
lies with the appointed State- 
owned pharmaceutical enterpris- 
es responsible for reserving the 
State fund that have directed it 
to other uses, leaving the 2.2-bil- 
lion-yuan fund nearly depleted. 
They charge that the current be- 


Critics say the main 
problem lies with the 
appointed State- 
owned pharmaceu- 
tical enterprises 
responsible for 
reserving the State 
fund that have 
directed it to other 
uses, leaving the 
2.2-billion-yuan fund 
nearly depleted. 

leaguered fund does not have the 
capacity to help the State cope in 
case of a potential emergency. 

The State pharmaceutical 
reserve fund system 

The State pharmaceutical re- 
serve fund system was established 
in the 1970s when the State grant- 
ed 200 million yuan to build 13 
pharmaceutical storehouses in the 
event of war. Later, the reserves 
were also earmarked for foreign aid, 
disaster relief, epidemic prevention 
and responding to emergencies. 

On several occasions, the State 
had increased investments in the 
fund and allocated foreign-ex- 
change quotas. By the mid-1990s, 
the fund topped two billion yuan 
and the former State Economic & 
Trade Commission replaced the 
former State Admissions of Medi- 
cine as its new administrator in 
1997. (Today, the fund is managed 
by the State Development Plan- 
ning Commission.) 

For almost 30 years, the State 
pharmaceutical reserve fund has 
operated based on the following 
model: First, the responsible body 
appoints several State-owned 
pharmaceutical enterprises as 
pharmaceutical reserve units. 
Then, the responsible body pro- 
vides a list of pharmaceuticals 
it deems important and allocates 


funds to the enterprises. The duty 
of the appointed enterprises is to 
prepare the listed pharmaceuti- 
cals. These enterprises can then 
put the pharmaceuticals on the 
market and renew the reserve by 
a certain ratio, sending the re- 
quired amount of pharmaceuticals 
to disaster-ridden areas. 

Problems facing the reserve 
system 

However, some say the system 
is flawed. According to an official 
who worked for the State phar- 
maceutical reserve fund, the sys- 
tem is always in a situation where 
it does not have enough pharma- 
ceuticals on hand when disaster 
strikes. He said the reserve enter- 
prises fail to send the necessary 
pharmaceuticals time and time 
again saying they have “run out of 
storage.” 

According to the unnamed offi- 
cial, when South China’s Guang- 
dong Province was hit by disaster 
in 1996 and the director of the 
province’s pharmaceutical bureau 
came to Beijing for help, he was 
rejected by the appointed enter- 
prises. However, in the same year, 
the State allocated about 30-40 
million yuan to the appointed en- 
terprises. 

Also in 1996, the former State 
Admissions of Medicine reported 
that it “had no capacity to take 
up the disaster relief and rescue 
work” and was forced to turn to 
the Ministry of Finance for help. 
But the ministry replied: “We just 
gave you the money; why are you 
asking again? Where did the mon- 
ey go?” 

In 1997 the Ministry of Finance 
issued a circular calling on an in- 
vestigation of the pharmaceutical 
reserve fund for possible embez- 
zlement. The review board con- 
cluded that the State had been 
investing 2.2 billion yuan in the 
fund and that the actual value of 
the pharmaceuticals in the store- 
houses was far less than the total 
investment. 

How were the funds embezzled? 

According to a report by the 
former State Admissions of Medi- 
cine, the enormous financial loss- 
es were attributed to the following 
reasons: a proportion of the phar- 
maceutical payments granted in 
emergency situations could not be 
retrieved; some of the reserves 
were transferred to local depart- 
ments or other departments in 
previous reforms; and waste due to 
inefficient transportation, storage, 
management and expired medi- 
cines. 

“Mao Jiangyu” said in a report 
that some of the expired medicine 
was a result of “insufficient man- 
agement,” while other cases were 
downright “suspicious.” 

A review carried out in 1996 
valued the expired Chinese tradi- 
tional herb Astragalus Membra- 
naceus (Huangqi), which is used 
to complement vitality, at about 
400 million yuan. “Mao Jiangyu” 


could not help asking: “Why did 
the pharmaceutical reserve, which 
aims to provide disaster relief, 
store so much Huangqi? Do peo- 
ple really need it when they are 
hit by disaster?” 

Apart from inefficiency, the ap- 
pointed enterprises’ extravagant 
expenses also incurred financial 
losses. One member of “Mao Ji- 
angyu” revealed that after receiv- 
ing a large amount of funds from 
the State, the appointed enter- 
prises held some conferences and 
arranged for other companies to 
consume or produce. “However, 
the money for holding such confer- 
ences was spent on sightseeing,” 
Mao Jiangyu said. 

In 1996, when an epidemic 
broke out in Hunan and Guang- 
dong provinces, the State trans- 
ferred some foreign-exchange 
quotas, asking a pharmaceutical 
foreign-trade company to import a 
batch of badly needed medicine to 
the affected regions. However, the 
company used the quotas to im- 
port the medicine, which fared well 
on the domestic market, bringing 
in huge profits. The company la- 
belled the imported medicine as 
“disaster relief’ to deceive cus- 
toms. 

In a report compiled by the 
Ministry of Finance in 1996, a 
pharmaceutical reserve station 
filed 22.46 million yuan in re- 
serves, which only actually to- 
taled about 7.359 million yuan in 
1995. At another station, the cited 
number of reserve funds reached 
20.92 million yuan, although the 
amount of medicine administered 
was estimated at a maximum 8 
million yuan. 

In accordance with the reg- 
ulation regarding the financial 
management of the State pharma- 
ceutical reserve fund as stipulated 
by the Ministry of Finance, 70 per- 
cent of the fund granted by the 
State should be stored as medicine 
in the appointed reserve units. 
Reform is the solution 

Since China is a country with 
complicated geographical and nat- 
ural conditions, it is often plagued 
by floods, droughts, earthquakes, 
typhoons, landslides and acid rain. 
As a result, diseases and other na- 
tional emergencies are inevitable, 
leading to pressures for a stronger 
pharmaceutical reserve system. 

The State pharmaceutical re- 
serve fund plays an important role 
in assisting the State and the peo- 
ple. For example, when SARS (Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome) 
hit China last year, the reserve 
system supplied the affected ar- 
eas with medicine and equipment 
from local reserve stations across 
the country. However, according to 
“Mao Jiangyu”, this reserve fund 
is still weak and flawed: It lacks 
the capacity to provide timely aid 
when the State and the people 
need it most. 

One anonymous fund insider 
believes that besides punishing 


the inside “corruptionists,” reform- 
ing the management and oper- 
ational mechanisms is key to 
weeding out the flaws in the sys- 
tem. 

“Mao Jiangyu” agree: “We don’t 
understand why such a crappy 
mechanism has not yet been re- 
formed? Why does the State still 
grant the fund to those suspicious 
and ‘unclean’ enterprises?” 

According to the insider, when 
enterprises enter the market econ- 
omy for more profits, pumping re- 
serve funds into such enterprises 
is inappropriate. “The enterprises 
cannot stand up for the govern- 
ment and do not have the ability 
to be responsible to rescue the di- 
saster,” he said. “If we put in the 
money, which should be used to 
save lives, we cannot guarantee 
the safety of (the fund) at all.” 

Critics suggest the pharmaceu- 
tical reserve system should learn 
from other reserve materials, such 
as cotton. In China, the State has 
a strict management system gov- 
erning the storage of cotton. In 
2003, the State established the 
China National Cotton Reserves 
Corporation, which was entrust- 
ed by the State Council to carry 
out a vertical management for 
cotton reserve storehouses in the 
country. They believe this model 
can guarantee the safety of State 
property. 

The current reserve system can 
also learn from the successful 
practices carried out by local gov- 
ernments. For instance, Zhejiang 
Province has explored a suitable 
management system for pharma- 
ceutical reserves, where the phar- 
maceutical and chemical industry 
office of the Zhejiang Economic & 
Trade Commission is responsible 
for the province’s pharmaceutical 
reserve business. 

According to office director Tong 
Jianxin, Zhejiang Province nor- 
mally stores 30 million yuan for 
pharmaceutical reserves, which is 
shared by two enterprises. How- 
ever, the 30-million-yuan fund is 
not paid by the provincial finance 
ministry. Instead, the provincial 
government merely assists these 
enterprises to obtain loans and 
pay the interest. In this way, the 
government only pays out about 1 
million yuan annually. And since 
the enterprises can obtain loans 
easily, they are quite active in re- 
serving pharmaceuticals. 

Currently, corresponding orga- 
nizations are carrying out a thor- 
ough investigation of the problems 
plaguing the State pharmaceutical 
reserve fund system. In 2001, the 
former State Economic & Trade 
Commission conducted an investi- 
gation on the fund and financial 
management of the central phar- 
maceutical reserve enterprises, reg- 
ulating the system mechanism, 
getting acquainted with how local 
governments settle the province’s 
pharmaceutical reserve work, and 
summing up the process. However, 
interview requests to relevant State 
pharmaceutical reserve supervising 
departments, State-owned pharma- 
ceutical enterprises receiving the 
most funding, and the Ministry of 
Finance, were unsuccessful. 

(Source: South China Week- 
end News) 
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By Zhang Huan 

S un Xun wears many hats. 
From diligent researcher, 
to successful salesman, 
to creative singer, Sun has 
achieved things that others only 
dream of. The 33-year-old 
composer/singer/distributor, re- 
leased his first music album re- 
cently, and his sales experience 
gave him enough confidence to 
sell it. But only six years ago, 
Sun was a laser physicist, con- 
ducting research on the most 
advanced branch of science. 

His friend calls him “the 
crazy doctor.” But Sun’s motto is 
simple: “Do what you want to do.” 
‘I lost my faith in science’ 

Tall, quick-witted and 
talkative, it’s difficult to believe 
that this long-haired artist type, 
adorned with rings and 
necklaces, was once a scientist. 

“I was totally different before,” 
Sun admits. 

At 21, Sun began his 
postgraduate studies in laser 
physics at Tianjin University. 

As an ambitious and talented 
young man, Sun set his sights 
on a reputable subject. His 
aim: “To be a famous scientist 
and to win the Nobel Prize.” 
However, much to his surprise, 
his experiments did not coincide 
with those carried out by his 
classmates, who had already 
published their findings in 
famous academic journals. Sun 
was puzzled. Although he had 
confidence in his own 
experiments, he sensed that 
there was something terribly 
wrong. 

The professor in charge of 
Sun’s experiments suggested he 
draw his own conclusions based 
on the results. Sun then 
completed his thesis, which 
ended with a bold conclusion 
that contradicted his advisor’s 
findings. He did not expect 
his thesis to draw attention 
from the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences-but it did, leading to an 
investigation that exposed Sun’s 
advisor (a well-known scholar 
in the field ) as a fraud. 
According to Sun, his advisor 
had encouraged students to 
alter experimental data to 
obtain more research funding 
from the State. Sun’s own 
experiments and conclusions 
were submitted as evidence. 

“I still remember the day 
when I first presented my thesis 
to my advisor,” recalled Sun. “I 
gave it to him and then left 
to consult some literature in 
the library. One-and-a-half hours 
later, when I came back from 
the library, my advisor was still 
sitting there staring blankly at 
the ceiling, with my thesis in 
his hands. He must have known 
that his cheating was going to be 
exposed by my thesis.” 

Although Sun’s experiment 
had exposed the truth, he was 
disappointed: “In my idea, science 
and art are the most sacred,” he 
explained. “There should be no 
cheating. I did not expect that 
I would meet a cheater. And, 
because of this, because I did not 
choose a more suitable subject, I 
got no academic achievements as 
I had expected.” 

After graduation, Sun 
continued with his doctorate 
studies at the Beijing Institute 
of Technology. He still harboured 
the dream of making great 
contributions to science one day. 
This time, he chose an even 
more famous advisor and an 
equally sophisticated subject. 

For three years, Sun dedicated 
himself to his laboratory, 
investing almost 200,000 yuan. 
But the result was another 
heavy blow. 

“I finally realized that I 
made the wrong choice. My 
experiments proved that my 
theory was feasible only in 
theory but not in reality,” Sun 
said. Besides, he also discovered 
the same pattern of dishonesty 
in his new environment. 

For Sun, the shock was 
so heavy that he decided to 
give up his dream. “I believe 
that my understanding of the 
subject and my diligence is 
much better than others’. While 
I was working hard on my 
subject and did not prepare 
myself for anything else, my 
classmates had taken up 
practical courses like computer 
science, and graduated easily 
with a doctorate after only two- 


and-a-half years’ study only 
because they chose an easy 
subject. Since my postgraduate 
studies, I had been doing the 
most sophisticated research for 
six years but got nothing. My 
classmates at least got well- 
paid jobs.” 

Sun graduated with a PhD 
after three-and-a-half years of 
hard work. He received an offer 
from Nanyang Technological 
University in Singapore for 
a post-doctorate degree which 
he refused because he “had 
lost faith in science and his 
dream.” At the time, some of his 
classmates were working abroad 
and some had established their 
own businesses, making an 


average $60,000-70,000 a year, 
while Sun contemplated his new 
direction in life. 

A new beginning 
Stepping out of the 
laboratory, Sun felt like a 
“nobody.” He went to Shanghai 
and chose sales as a new start 
since the job did not require any 
professional experience. His first 
job at the Oak Communications 
Shanghai Corporation involved 
selling switchboard parts: He 
was a born salesman. Sun 
quickly learned the ropes and 
closed sales contracts one by 
one. However, his success as a 
businessman did not bring him 
any personal satisfaction. “I am 
good at dealing with people but, 



Artist Sun Xun basks in glory 

Photos Provided by Sun Xun 


in my heart, I admire things 
pure and beautiful,” noted Sun, 
adding: “Though the job is very 
suitable for me, I don’t like it.” 

In Shanghai, Sun fell in love 
with a nightclub singer, who 
brought music - and trouble - 
to Sun’s world. Sun’s parents 
did not approve of the woman’s 
job and educational background 
which drew a wedge between 
Sun and his family. But one 
autumn night, troubled by his 
relationship, Sun suddenly came 
up with a melody. He quickly 
wrote down the tune, which later 
became his first song, “Think No 
More.” From then on, Sun began 
composing music. He produced 
six songs for his girlfriend to sing 
at the nightclub - all of which 
were well received. 

“Since then, I have had 
my second dream - composing 
music,” he said fondly. 
“Fortunately, from the death of 
the first dream to the birth of 
the second dream, I did not lose 
my way. With my new dream, 
my life again became lively, 
hopeful and full of imagination.” 

Later, job offers took Sun 
and his girlfriend to southern 
Chinese cities like Shenzhen 
and Guangzhou, where Sun 
continued to compose music. 
But the hope for more 
opportunities lured the couple 
back to the capital. 

“Coming back to Beijing I 
had no job and no place to live,” 
recalls Sun. “My friend Wang 
Wang received us and we lived 
at the border area between the 
city and the countryside where 
I worked hard to learn and 
practice musical composition.” 

Sun will never forget the 
harsh winter of 1999 when 
he was unemployed and owed 
thousands of yuan. 

“We lived a poor life. I 
remember every afternoon 
around 4:00 I went to the village 
to buy vegetables, wearing a 
coat borrowed from Wang Wang. 
I always met a flock of pigs, 
watching them reeling and 
swaggering in the setting sun, 
which made me feel that life 
was still hopeful. I think I will 
remember that scene forever.” 

As he worked on his music, 
Sun also looked around for jobs. 
But this time he got the cold 
shoulder from most potential 
employers. The only job offer he 
received paid 600 yuan a month. 

“On the day when I got 
the job offer, Wang Wang was 
employed by Lucent 
Technologies with an annual 
pay of 170,000 yuan. We both 
applied for the position but I 
was refused.” 

Sun and his girlfriend lived 
in grim circumstances for six 
months. 

In April 2000, an Internet 
music company contacted Sun. 
At the interview, the employer 
asked Sun how many people 
he thought there were like him 
in China, to which he replied: 
“Only me.” Sun was hired on 
the spot as the company’s 
general music inspector for 
promoting singers and writing 
music reviews, which became 
popular on the Net. 

After some time, Sun moved 
to his present company, Beijing 
PolyStar Digidisc, and returned 
to sales, where his talents again 
resurfaced. He settled contracts 
with many transnational 
companies like IBM, Sony and 
Ericsson. “I have been doing 
sales for six years. I made quick 
progress. I communicate with 
the best corporations in the 
world, which benefits me a lot.” 
More ‘down time’ 

After two years Sun broke up 
with his girlfriend because of 
their divergent ideas on music. 
“She prefers to get in contact 
with the so-called ‘people in the 
music circle’ and did not believe 
in my music,” Sun charged. “I 
composed scores of songs for 
her, many of which were well 
received. I remember one time 
when we were recording a demo 
for a new song, she could not 
remember the melody or the 
lyrics, which disappointed me so 
much that I cried. I said to her: 
‘You don’t care for the song at all 
so you don’t deserve my songs.’ “ 

Sun says he is open to 
feedback about his songs as 
long as the comments are “true 
to the listener’s heart.” He 
believes that there’s no absolute 



Sun Xun, scientist- turned- singer 


criterion in music since different 
people have different tastes. 
“Everybody can compose and 
everybody can sing. The 
significance of good music lies in 
that it can make life more noble 
and more beautiful.” 

In almost six years Sun 
composed over 50 songs, from 
which he chose 10 for his 
first album. He says he loves 
composing more than 
everything else: “Composition is 
the only purity in my heart 
whereby I can express myself. 
My life is switching between day 
and night. At daytime, I work, 
communicating with different 
people, but at night I compose, 
being true to myself. Though I 
am in a practical world, I am not 
influenced by it. I chase for the 
value of life itself.” 

He also says there is no 
so-called “theme song” on his 
album. “Every song on the 
album expresses a different idea. 
Compared to the melodies, I 
pay more attention to the lyrics 
which are my understanding and 
thinking in life.” 

The first song on the album, 
“More Time For Yourself’ - 
also the name of the album 
- is what Sun wants to tell 
everyone. And he says the 
inspiration for this particular 
song came from his sister. 

“When I was in Shanghai, 
my sister and her husband 
once came to visit me from 
Singapore. They sang Karaoke 
at my home till midnight and, 
at last, had to stop only because 
we were afraid of disturbing the 
neighbours.” 

Sun describes his sister and 
her husband as workaholics who 
were once popular singers in 



college. Although they make a 
lot of money, Sun says they don’t 
have time to enjoy themselves. 

“That night, at 2 o’clock in 
the morning,” Sun continues, “I 
got up and wrote down a song. 
But I didn’t expect that the same 
condition would fall on me. I 
chose this composition because I 
liked the feeling of freedom, but 
now my work confines me. I could 
not just sit down in the afternoon 
sun to compose songs.” 

Sun is already preparing his 
second album, “Black Eyes Under 
Yellow Hair,” which addresses 
people born in the 1980s. 

He is confident about the 
success of his new album even 
though he is a novice in the 
field. He believes that with his 
advanced sales experience he will 
sell one million copies. Among 
his many marketing strategies, 
one is “the package sale”, where 
customers get a free album 
when they buy enough company 
products. Talking about this, Sun 
reveals his “daytime” side. 

Whether it’s musical 
composition or scientific 
research, Sun says he wants to 
do something that will influence 
the world or leave his mark. “I 
love both the works of Dali 
and Van Gogh, but if you ask me 
to choose one of them I would 
choose Dali. Though Van Gogh’s 
works are wonderful, he could 
not influence the world and 
people in his lifetime: He only 
sold one painting.” 
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By Sabu 

T he just concluded 
61st Venice Inter- 
national Film Fes- 
tival has drawn to 
the attention of the 
world the extent to which this 
“art movie” event has been com- 
mercialized, or rather Amer- 
icanized. In the competition 
movie list, American movies 
this year made up a larger part 
than ever before. 

“European films are fairly 
good, but we can’t forget the 
American films we saw,” said 
Marco Muller, who was named 
organizer of the world’s oldest 
cinema competition just 
months before it was set to 
kick off. This festival was wide- 
ly seen to be the launching 
pad for Hollywood blockbusters 
in the European market, with 
Hollywood setting its sights on 
markets abroad to keep feed- 
ing this overproducing movie- 
making machine. 

The final result was unveiled 
at the close of the 12-day Ven- 
ice Film Festival on September 
12. British director Mike Leigh’s 
Vera Drake, a film about an un- 
derground abortionist in 1950s 
England, won the Golden Lion 
for best picture. The runner-up 
was Spanish film Mar Adentro 
(The Sea Within’), by The Oth- 
ers director Alejandro Amena- 
bar. The film had been touted as 
a possible best-picture winner, 
but instead it took home the Sil- 
ver Lion Jury Grand Prix. Star 
Javier Bardem won best actor 
for his role as a quadriplegic 
man who wants to end his life. 
The Silver Lion for best director 
went to Korean director Kim Ki- 
duk for Bin dip. Some 22 films 
were in contention for the Gold- 
en Lion. 

To the disappointment of 
many in China, the only 


Chinese movie in the compe- 
tition, The World, directed by 
former underground director 
Jia Zhangke, failed to pick up 
any honors, though it has been 
praised by critics and moviego- 
ers around the world and went 
into the festival burdened with 
high expectations. 

World fails to conquer the 
West 

The World is Jia Zhangke’s 
fourth feature film, but only 
his first foray into mainstream 
film. Chinese people have be- 
come somewhat accustomed to 
the positive receptions to Chi- 
nese films at international film 
festivals. Zhang Yimou’s To Live 
won best picture and best actor 
at 1994’s Cannes Film Festival, 
Xia Yu gained Best Actor in Ji- 
ang Wen’s In the Heat of the 
Sun at 1994’s Venice Film Festi- 
val, and Zhang Yimou’s Not One 
Less won the Golden Lion at 
Venice in 1999. In recent years, 
however, Chinese filmmakers 
have been returning from Ven- 
ice and Cannes empty handed, 
at least from the major catego- 
ries of competition. 

The World, about several 
young people who leave their 
village to work in a big city full 
of temptations, reflects the lives 
of millions of migrant workers 
in today’s China. Unlike Vera 
Drake and The Sea Within, 
which deal with high profile in- 
ternational issues such as abor- 
tion and euthanasia, it is not 
easy for The World to touch 
those Western judges. 

The World is the first film 
by the avant-garde director to 
be entered in a film festival 
with the approval of the Chi- 
nese film authorities. Jia said 
he was “very happy and re- 
laxed” about being in the com- 
petition, but when asked how 
confident he was about gaining 


a prize, he replied, “I don’t care 
too much about that. I see the 
festival as a chance to savor 
the pleasure brought by mov- 
ies, rather than to compete.” 
After the result came out, Jia 
responded, “To be honest, I feel 
a little sorry. But I’ve tried my 
best, since so many unpredict- 
able factors involved.” 

As a leading figure of what 
is known as the “Sixth-Genera- 
tion” of film directors in China, 
Jia Zhangke is not well-known 
to Chinese audiences. His pre- 
vious films have never been 
officially approved or publicly 
shown here, even though some 
of them have been critically ac- 
claimed and won awards in- 
ternationally, such as Berlin 
Film 1997 Netpac Award win- 
ner Xiao Wu (Pickpocket), Ven- 
ice 2000 Netpac Award winning 
film Platform (Zhan Tai) and 
competition film of Cannes 
2002, Unknown Pleasures (Ren 
Xiao Yao). 

Participation in the 61st Ven- 
ice Film Festival at least has 
gained The World a considerable 
amount of attention, which may 
give it a boost at the currently 
running Toronto Film Festival. 
The movie marks the end of Jia 
Zhangke’s status as an “under- 
ground” director. The public re- 
lease date in China has been set 
in October. “As for the film itself, 
whether audiences can under- 
stand it doesn’t count,” Jia said, 
in the future, he said he wants 
to learn all about the market, 
and how to more effectively sell 
his films. 

Dilemma between art and 
market 

The Venice Film Festival is 
the longest running film festi- 
val in the world. With a history 
of 72 years, it has gained a rep- 
utation for showcasing a unique 
selection of avant-garde movies 
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Jia Zhangke’s The World, about migrant 
workers, failed to pick up a prize at Venice. 
Euthanasia and abortion were the themes 
of the winning two films, while Hollywood 
continued to raise its profile at the festival. 


since 1932. The free air of ap- 
plication and selection has al- 
ways been an attraction for 
young and talented directors. 
Prestigious directors such as 
Akira Kurosawa, Kenji Mizo- 
guchi and Andrei Tarkovskii 
first rose to fame in Venice. 
Chinese director Zhang Yimou, 
and Hou Xiaoxian and Cai 
Mingliang from Taiwan were 
also awarded and internation- 
ally recognized there. How- 
ever, this venerable festival 
has been confronted with more 
and more challenges, mostly 
of a financial nature, of late. 

This year, Marco Muller, 
the new festival director, has 
introduced a reform to boost 
the status of the festival. The 
opening gala featured The 
Terminal, with Steven Spiel- 
berg and Tom Hanks on hand. 
Later, Nicole Kidman shim- 
mered in with her rein- 
carnation picture, Birth. 
Meanwhile heavy hitters Rob- 
ert De Niro, Angelina Jolie 
and Will Smith were pro- 
moting voice-overs for the 
animated Shark Tale. Other 
stars present included John 
Travolta, Tom Cruise, Scar- 
lett Johansson and Quentin 
Tarantino. 

Faced with great challeng- 
es, Muller insists he can’t 
sit back and continue to re- 
ject commercial films. If Ven- 
ice wants to steadily hold its 
own as one of the two great 
European and world festi- 
vals, it cannot but look to 
Cannes. The Cannes festival 
will not be easy to match, 
not only because it is host 
to an important parallel mov- 
ie market, but also because 
Cannes is far flashier than 
the Lido, he recently told the 
ANSA news agency. 

Hollywood films premier- 


ing in Venice, including Jona- 
than Demme’s remake of The 
Manchurian Candidate; Spike 
Lee’s She Hate Me; Gregg 
Araki’s Mysterious Skin; and 
Sky Captain and the World 
of Tomorrow with Jude Law, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Angel- 
na Jolie have surely added 
gloss to the festival. 

Where to now? 

The Venice Film Festival 
was once in a poor situation 
because the prize winning 
movies so often were artistic 
successes but box office fail- 
ures. Last year, Director Peter 
Greenaway proposed a semi- 
nar - “Cinema is Dead”, but 
was turned down by festival di- 
rector Moritz de Hadeln, since 
he received a total of 1,591 en- 
tries that year, an event re- 
cord. “This all goes to prove 
that not only is cinema not 
dead,” de Hadeln said at the 
time, “But also that the se- 
lection of the program for 
the 60th Festival was rather 
hard... Cinema is not just alive, 
it is very much so,” 

This time, the organizers 
have made efforts to revitalize 
the movie market while keep- 
ing moviegoers from fading into 
obscurity. Although the shaky 
organization of this year’s fes- 
tival shows there is still room 
for improvement, the glitz of 
the Hollywood stars seems to 
have rekindled the Venice Fes- 
tival for a brighter future. 

It will certainly be a loss 
if the Venice Film Festival be- 
came Cannes II. No matter the 
time, tradition is always a dou- 
ble-edged sword, and main- 
taining its exclusiveness will 
be an impediment as well. For 
this country of the New-Real- 
ism tradition, its film festival 
still has many new realities to 
face in the future. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 Bi3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 
/£ 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck: Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name, Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 91 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

am — -m 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
30^1 x 140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 



BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LUST Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20 Wo off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng 1ST an Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%T^:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 'AD, 1 f 
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INI ew French Restaurant Now Op en! 

IT TtV A - iJnv'&TJrtMi? 
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Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation ’with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

™ = - // p Jlh 1*^ J A 37 ^ 5* 3A T? fT 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

ps m uhh — m 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone: 6508-91 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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A Collection of Greek 


Films 

For those still hankering 
for entertainment Greek 
style now that the Olym- 
pics are over, this package 
will allow you to tour the 
country again. Includes five 
diverse films: Hard Good- 
byes: My Father, Stakaman, 
Peppermint, The Only Jour- 
ney of His Life, and Fading 
Light. DVD 5, Greek with 
Chinese and English subti- 
tles. 
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Theo Angelopoulos: 
Three Films 


Containing three mas- 
terpieces by the “Father of 
Greek Cinema,” this col- 
lection is a panorama on 
modern Greece, including 
award-winning Thiassos, O 
(The Travelling Players, 
1975), Meres Tou 36 (Days of 
36, 1972) and Kynighoi, Oi 
(The Hunters, 1977). DVD 
5, Greek with Chinese and 
Japanese subtitles. 



Fino Alla Fine Del Mondo 

Until the End of the 
World is a trilogy by Wim 
Wenders, filmed in five 
months across 15 cities in 
eight countries on four con- 
tinents. While the lovers in 
the film tread the earth in 
search of light and sight, the 
audience is also compelled 
to look at life as an odyssey 
of love and hope. Director’s 
cut. DVD 5, French, Eng- 
lish with Chinese and Ital- 
ian subtitles. 


| By Yu Shanshan 

I n Beijing, more and more plays seem to be 
staged every year. Theater audiences are 
growing, as more people accept drama as a 
I viable form of entertainment. They go into the 
theater, sit down, watch the show and get up 
and go home, more often than not unchallenged 
| and unmoved. 

A production from Israel at the People’s Art 
I Theatre last Tuesday challenged this status quo, 

| with a poetic play titled Requiem. 

Thanks for this breakthrough, firstly, should 
I go to Anton Chekhov, and secondly, to the Na- 
tional Theatre Company of China’s first Interna- 
tional Festival of Theater, which runs through 
this month. To mark the 100th anniversary of the 
death of Chekhov, the festival is titled “Chekhov 
Forever,” and all five plays presented under it are 
based on Chekhov’s writings. So far, two of the 
plays have finished their run and the third has 
| just opened. 

The first play, Platonov , was discovered untitled 
I after Chekhov’s death. It was performed by the Na- 
tional Theater Company from September 1 to 9 at 
Tianqiao Theater. Directed by Wang Xiaoying, the 
production was typical of the company’s style - a 
beginning-to-end time line (a day and a night in the 
life of a group of wealthy inhabitant’s of a Russian 
estate), an abstract stage set designed by Liu Ke- 
dong, furnished with a few chairs, and Guo Jinglin’s 
authoritative portrayal of schoolmaster Platonov - 
his love affair with four women, his inner struggle 
1 and inevitable death. 

Then came the three-day performances of Re- 
I quiem , by Tel Aviv-based Cameri Theatre. Loosely 
building upon three of Chekhov’s short fictions, 
Rothschild's Fiddle, In the Ravine, and Misery , 
the play conveys a near-death sense, and at the 
same time, represents the primitive attraction of 
| acting, and watching, drama. 

People dominated the stage - the log cabin, the 
I stove, the donkey, the willow and flying birds were 
all portrayed by people. The musical accompaniment 
was provided by a five-piece band who were the real 
soul and emotion of the play. After seeing the play, 
Beijing critics, usually so aloof, seemed overcome 
with the need to put into words exactly what aspect 
| of the production was the most moving. 

Last weekend, the Russian National Youth The- 
I atre’s Cherry Orchard gave Beijing audiences a true 
sense of the atmosphere of Chekhov’s homeland. 
Overall the play was well performed, although the 





Chinese translation screened above the stage gave 
the production a somewhat stilted effect. The layers 
of long white translucent curtains, which served to 
divide the stage into the many rooms of the large 
| villa, created a beautiful, poetic effect. 

The two remaining plays are Chekhov's Shorts, 

I presented by Theatre Smith Gilmour of Canada, 
from September 23 to 25 at Chaoyang Theater’s 9 
Theater, which combines some of Chekhov’s short 
fictions together in one play. The other is a Chinese 
version of the Cherry Orchard, produced by Lin Zha- 
ohua Drama Studio, staged at Tianqiao Theatre. 


Rock Review 


Electro Pop 

By Wang Yao 

Electronic duo Long Kuan Jiu 
Duan are challenging Taiwan- 
based F.I.R with their first album 
Wo Ting Zhe Zhong Yinyue de Shi- 
hou Zui Ai Ni (I love you the most 
when I listen to this kind of mu- 
sic), released on September 8 on 
the Jing Wen label. 

Vocalist and composer Long 
Kuan has collaborated on and off 
since 1997 with guitarist Tian 
Peng, whose nickname is Jiu Duan. 
Tian is also singer and guitarist 



with the ground breaking electron- 
ic band, Supermarket. 

Just 24, Long went to London in 


1998, where she formed the punk 
band Mikabomb (Mika is her Eng- 
lish name) and released the song 
Super Sexy Razor Happy Girls the 
next year. In 2002, Long came back 
to China and began performing 
with Tian in a series of interna- 
tional electro-music festivals. 

The hit from the album Nobody 
Is Like Me has topped local charts 
for several weeks. Lotus (Lianhua), 
in Long Kuan’ words, is a happy 
song because of its rhythm and 
the lyrics, describing the happi- 
ness of starting life afresh. The im- 
provisation, Strong (qiang), with 
the involvement of renowned engi- 
neer Zhang Yadong , has a relaxed, 
bossa nova feel. 



Sandino and 
Marston 


WORLDWIDE 

Deauville Festival Awards 
Prize to ‘Grace’ 

The 
Deauville 
Film Festi- 
val award- 
ed its top 
prize on 
Sunday to 
Maria 
Full of 
Grace, a 

documentary-like tale of 
the travails of a teenage 
drug runner from Co- 
lombia. The wrenching 
feature debut from writer- 
director Joshua Marston 
tells the story of a preg- 
nant 17-year-old who 
swallows rubber-wrapped 
heroin pellets to smuggle 
them by plane to New 
York. 

Nicole Kassell’s The 
Woodsman, starring Kev- 
in Bacon as a child molest- 
er trying to build a new 
life after 12 years in pris- 
on, won the festival’s jury 
prize. Director Claude Le- 
louch headed the 10-mem- 
ber jury that judged 10 
movies in the main com- 
petition. The 30-year-old 
festival at the Normandy 
resort, which started Sep- 
tember 3, is a European 
showcase for mainly Amer- 
ican movies. (AP) 


Testino Photo Marks UK 
Prince Harry’s 20th 
Birthday 

Brit- 
ain’s 
Prince 
Harry 
was cap- 
tured in Charles, William 

fits of and Harry 

laughter in a picture re- 
leased Monday to mark his 
20th birthday this week. 

Taken by photographer 
Mario Testino, the picture 
shows Harry leaning for- 
ward with his face down, 
while his father Prince 
Charles and 22-year-old 
brother Prince William are 
facing the camera and 
smiling broadly. “They 
were not laughing at any- 
thing in particular,” said 
Testino. “It’s just the way 
they relate to each other. 
They seem to have a 
uniquely close father-son 
relationship.” 

The Sun tabloid said 
the photo looked like “a 
dodgy holiday snap” and 
attached a “quality con- 
trol” sticker, saying “to 
improve your pictures 
make sure subjects look 
at camera.” (Reuters) 



Pacino’s Shylock Draws 
Oscar Buzz 

Wil- 
liam 
Shake- 
speare 
may have 
shuffled 
off this 
mortal 
coil 400 
years ago, Al Pacino 

but his 

take on fundamentalism 
has warnings for today, in 
a new movie version of The 
Merchant of Venice star- 
ring Al Pacino. 

The film is already 
drawing whispers of Oscar 
potential for Pacino’s tor- 
tured rendering of Shylock 
the money lender - and 
its North American release 
was set for late this year 
to meet Academy Award 
2005 requirements. 

The Merchant of Venice, 
a tale of romance and re- 
venge, is one of the Bard’s 
most popular plays, yet un- 
til now never made it to 
the big screen, though Or- 
son Welles had hoped to 
film it. (AFP) 




Donna Karan 


Designers Diverge on 
Spring Styles 

What I 
do worn- 1 
en want 
in their | 
closets? ' 

Choices • 

- and . 
that’s 
what 
they’ll' 

have 

next season. The looks 
ranged from geisha to 
Palm Beach princess to 
New York City hipster 
as Behnaz Sarafpour, Lil- 
ly Pulitzer and Donna 
Karan for DKNY present- 
ed their spring 2005 col- 
lections Sunday. 

Freedom to express your 
own personal style is 
emerging as a top trend 
during New York Fashion 
Week, said Joan Kaner, 
senior vice president and 
fashion director for Nei- 
man Marcus. 

Karan’s DKNY collection, 
inspired by the streets of 
Manhattan, included a flo- 
ral embroidered linen skirt 
in green “representing the 
city’s urban gardens” and a 
mosaic Jacquard coat shown 
with a beaded mosaic cami- 
sole, fashioned after the tiles 
in the city’s underground 
subways. (AP) 

Edited by Chen Si 
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Medical Professionals Needed, Slat! 



Demand for top medical professionals is increasing across China. Photo by Photocome 


By Xie Lixue 

M edicine is a booming field in 
China, and a medical career 
has become the seventh most 
desirable in China providing the second 
best annual salary, averaging around 
45,000 yuan, a survey done by the 
job placement website ChinaHR has 
shown. 

Among the jobs on offer are posts 
as research and development workers, 
sales and marketing directors, over-the- 
counter drug sales directors, medical 
representatives and pharmacists. 

With the China government encour- 
aging domestic and foreign investment 
in the medical field, training and expe- 
rience in medicine is sure to be a pre- 
scription for career success and high 
demand far into the future. 

Work skills over book smarts 

Unlike some sectors where educa- 
tion background requirements are high, 
many hospitals and other medical in- 
dustry businesses put more emphasis 
on candidates’ work experiences, profes- 
sional skills and personalities. Medical 
sales representatives, for example, need 
to have strong communications skills 
and be able to adjust to different cir- 
cumstances, while patience and dedi- 
cation are required traits for clinical 
research associates. 

Educational achievement often has 
little bearing on career development in 
medicine in China, said Jennifer Jin 
head of the human resources depart- 
ment at Norvatis Pharma Ltd. 

Positions on offer at job fairs tar- 
geted especially at the medical indus- 
try are unlikely to require applicants to 
hold master’s or doctoral degrees. 
Competence plus experience 

Of course, that does not mean academ- 
ic background is not important to secur- 
ing a job in the medical field. Entry-level 
jobs may be open to those with sales savvy 
or other professional skills, but top posi- 
tions still require plenty of book learning. 
It is a combination that can be difficult to 
find in today’s pool of job hunters. 


Corporate HR 

By Xie Lixue 

On Tuesday, Connie Kang, senior hu- 
man resources manager, and Lili Zhang, 
country staffing manager, of Microsoft 
China, answered Beijing Today’s ques- 
tions about the company’s corporate 
culture, recruitment methods and em- 
ployee training. 

Beijing Today: Please describe Mi- 
crosoft’s corporate culture. 

Kang: Microsoft China established 
its Beijing branch in 1992. Since then, 
we have been active in China and have 
been enthusiastic and sincere about de- 
veloping our business. 

Attention to detail, perseverance, 
progress and dedication are core values 
at Microsoft. 

BT: When interviewing future em- 
ployees, do you have any special meth- 


Li Yongtao, who has represented his 
employer Beijing Dongfang Boai Biolo- 
gy and Technology Co. at some job fairs, 
said his company was looking for senior 
managers and medical advisors but had 
yet to find enough qualified candidates 
for the high-powered positions. 

“There are few talented people ca- 


Dongcheng Rencai Job Fair 

Time: September 21; regular fairs 
held every Tuesday and Friday 

Venue: Jiangzhaikou, Dongcheng 
District 

Organizer: Dongcheng Rencai Job 
Market 

Tel: 6425 5479 

Beijing Rencai Job Fair 

Time: October 15, November 5, No- 
vember 26; regular fairs held every 
Friday 

Venue: Beijing Rencai Market, 

northwest of Yonghegong Qiao, North 
Second Ring Road, Dongcheng 

Organizer: Beijing Talent Service 


ods for testing applicants? 

Zhang: Usually candidates go 

through several rounds of interviews 
with a panel that includes four to ten in- 
terviewers. The HR manager often tests 
their values and emotional quotient 
(EQ), while department mangers raise 
questions about professional knowledge 
and work capabilities. 

Based on applicants’ answers, we can 
infer whether they are good at commu- 
nicating, logical and honest. 

BT: Do you recruit recent university 
graduates? 

Zhang: We recruit new graduates 
from majors related to technology and 
computer science. 

BT: What career prospects do you 
promise or offer staff? 


pable of meeting our demands, even 
though we provide very competitive sal- 
aries,” Li told Beijing Today. 

A survey conducted by Beijing Taihe 
Consulting Co. revealed there was only 
one licensed pharmacist in China to 
every 10 open positions. By the end 
of this year, the number of licensed 


Center 

Tel: 6428 6699 

National Library Job Fair 

Time: occasional medical sector 
fairs; regular fairs on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 

Venue: Wenhui Building, National 
Library, Baishiqiao, Haidian District 
Organizer: National Library 
Tel: 8854 4114 

On the Internet: 

Second Online Recruitment for In- 
ternational Medical and Pharma- 
ceutical Positions 


Kang: At Microsoft, we provide ca- 
reer planning for all employees. 

Every year, every employee has the 
opportunity to talk about his or her fu- 
ture plan in the company with man- 
agement. For instance, if a technician 
wants to shift to the sales department 
or a researcher wants to be involved in 
technical projects, managers can give 
them advise and facilitate such moves. 

BT: Please describe Microsoft’s train- 
ing system. 

Kang: Life-long study is a key con- 
cept at Microsoft. We suggest employees 
do 70 percent of their learning at their 
jobs, get 20 percent from colleagues 
and managers and pick up 10 percent 
through training programs. 

An employee’s first year at Microsoft 


pharmacists was expected to hit around 
130,000, while there would be total de- 
mand for more than 200,000, the survey 
found. 

Fields with futures 

As domestic companies in the medi- 
cal field get their hands on better equip- 
ment, they also come in contact with 
more international business concepts 
and medical realms expanding around 
the world. Demand for domestic and 
overseas graduates in such areas as 
medicine and biochemistry is high in 
China, especially among firms in the 
fields of health consultation, nursing 
and advanced research and develop- 
ment of new medicines. 

Nutritionists, sports medicine prac- 
titioners and other professionals in rel- 
atively new fields of medicine in China 
face rising demand as lifestyles in the 
country change. More than one million 
nurses will be needed by 2015, with 
demand increasing by an average of 
11,000 nurses a year, according to a gov- 
ernment-sponsored report issued this 
year. Continued technological develop- 
ment and skyrocketing funding will also 
open many exciting opportunities in the 
cutting-edge fields of medical research 
and pharmaceutical development. 


Time: until September 30 (started 
September 13) 

Website: www.healthr.com, 

www.chinatalent.com.cn 
Organizer: China International Tal- 
ent Development Center 
Email: health@healthr.com 
Tel: 6897 7508/09/10 ext. 3626 

Famous Medical Institutions and 
Medicine Companies Recruitment 
Online 

Time: October 15 - November 15 
Website: www.chinahr.com 
Organizer: ChinaHR.com 
Email: ServiceBJ@chinahr.com 
Tel: 8526 1188 ext. 8100 


is usually called a learning period. He 
needs to study the corporate values, 
rules, culture, future tasks and policies. 

In the second half of the year, he 
learns how to manage his tasks, plan 
future career and receive professional 
trainings designed by each depart- 
ment. 

BT: What advice do you have for peo- 
ple interested in working at Microsoft? 

Kang: First is have a healthy atti- 
tude, which means you have an open 
mind, can accept different ideas, cooper- 
ate well and pursue constant progress. 

Second is to possess strong profes- 
sional competence. 

Third is to cultivate your EQ, such as 
communication skills and problem-solv- 
ing abilities. 


Jobs 


International Nursing CROSS 
CHINA seeks native English speak- 
ers as full-time English teachers 
and nursing instructors. 

At least a bachelor’s degree in 
English, TESL, nursing or a relat- 
ed discipline and 2 years teaching 
experience required. 

We offer free round-trip airfare, 
free housing, free health insur- 
ance, salaried vacation, service bo- 
nus (and more). 

Please send your CV by fax to: 
8408 0185, or, 

Email: hymtjob@hymt.com.cn 

An enthusiastic girl, confident in 
her future, is looking for a job related 
to English. Good at English listen- 
ing, speaking, reading and writing. 

Please contact Miss Xie at: 
62373739, 13114513646 

Email: Flora2@sina.com 

A cultural media company wants 
to hire a foreigner for international 
business. 

Requirements: male, British, 

long time in Beijing, love Chinese 
culture, stable, honest. Legal expe- 
rience an advantage. 

Contact: siml98052@yahoo.com.cn 

41-year-old man, six months un- 
employed looking for a job as soon 
as possible. I can drive and am hon- 
est and responsible. 

Interested? Contact Mr. Li at: 
13641299276, or 

Email: wanglijiali@126.com 

Female, Beijinger, 35 years old, 
B.A. degree, majored in English, 
looking for part-time job as editor 
(humanities-related), mandarin 
teacher or translator. 

Tel: 67343067 

Email: wlj6166@.yahoo.com.cn 

The New Century High School 
in Zhuozhou (60 kilometers south 
of Beijing), Hebei Province, is look- 
ing for native English speakers to 
teach English part-time. Chinese 
capability preferred. Four classes 
each month. Workloads and wages 
open to discussion. Please send re- 
sumes to: Feida Group Co. Ltd., Da 
Shiqiao Bei, Zhuozhou, Hebei 

Tel: 0312-389 0898, 389 2678, or 

Email: mouyur@chinaren.com 

A Beijing-based English news- 
paper looks for reporters, freelanc- 
ers and editors. Chinese applicants 
with excellent English and media 
experience are welcome. Foreigners 
with media experience preferred. 

Send your resumes to: 

hr@ynet.com. 

(You are welcome to send posi- 
tions offered and wanted info to: 
ayi@ynet.com. Beijing Today does not 
take any responsibility for the accu- 
racy and authenticity of the informa- 
tion published in this column.) 


Microsoft Values Open Minds, Competence, EQ 


Medical Sector Job Fairs 


BEIJING TODAY 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 


f WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



NWD (Hotels Investmen LU Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat ■ 
jcin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price :RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3 . 5yuan/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2 bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDD app 1 i an c e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One tree buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours :(1 7:30- 1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 1 0004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Fipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Fobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD900.00-2200per month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices :i 00% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door ) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors. Elevators, Mi nor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 




OTo South ofLanDao building, it' snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to [tank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: US 02 8/month/sqm (gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators 1 I VAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt D i s ney, B A S Y, KON E , E -tu rt 1 c Nex 
work 

Tel: 85 275696-608 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

^#4^:640557 86 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 . real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime, finance, bond, important and difficult afifairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases , criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages., 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Ask Ayi: 

Q: I have applied for 
a postgraduate course in 
international business and 
economics at a French uni- 
versity. How and when do I 
register? — jam 

A: Terms at French universi- 
ties usually start in September 
and end in June the next year. 
At some universities, students 
can register in December. 

In order to have plenty of 
time to go through all the proce- 
dures, it would be a good idea to 
start preparing a year ahead of 
time. If you have chosen classes 
taught in French, you should 
hone your French skills as early 
as possible. 

Q: I am a junior English 
major in university. I am 
very interested in business 
management and tourism 
management and plan to go 
to the UK to study. How- 
ever, it seems difficult for 
students who major in lan- 
guage studies to enroll in 
another field of study. What 
should I do? Do I need 
GMAT and GRE scores for 
my application? 

— zhxl_82 

A: Many English major stu- 
dents go to the UK to study. 

If you want to study busi- 
ness management or tourism 
management, it would be a 
good idea to work in some part- 
time jobs related to those fields 
in China in order to get experi- 
ence. Or you could take elective 
courses in the areas at univer- 
sity as preparation. 

Some universities in the UK, 
such as Northumbria Univer- 
sity, Middlesex University and 
Napier University take students 
who want to change fields and 
provide them with assistance in 
doing so. 

Courses in the management 
field will require GMAT and 
IELTS scores. The GRE is not 
needed, as it is not commonly 
used in the UK. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 


learning in a land of 
Culture and History 

By Zhang Nan 

The romantic charm of Par- 
is, world-class universities, the 
tastes of real baguette and 
fine wine, impeccable intellec- 
tual heritage, berets... There 
are many reasons that Chi- 
nese students for over a centu- 
ry have been drawn to France 
to continue their educations. 
Yet it is not an easy matter, and 
some prospective students are 
deferred by doubts about their 
ability to learn the French lan- 
guage or get along with the 
country’s people. 

“French history and culture 
are the most valuable resourc- 
es for people to study and 
appreciate,” said Pierre Yang, 
new director of the Beijing of- 
fice of EduFrance, the French 
government’s agency for pro- 
moting the country’s higher 
education system. 

Yang also emphasized the 
high quality of French educa- 
tion, which he said had ad- 
vantages over other countries’ 
educational systems. 

“Many people mistakenly 
believe they have to learn 
French well before studying in 
the country, but actually many 
courses in English are also of- 
fered. At the same time, French 
is also a useful weapon.” 

As part of its mission to 
cultivate Sino-French education 
ties, EduFrance is arranging for 
French universities and schools 
to participate in the upcoming 
international education expo in 
Beijing this October. 

“It will be an important part 
of the Year of French Culture,” 
Yang noted. 

Yang is new to the job and 
has only been in Beijing for two 
weeks. He replaced Francoise 
Lafon, who joined Beijing To- 
day’s Study Abroad Salon this 
summer. 

Before returning to his na- 
tive China, Yang worked in 
France for five years, pro- 
moting Chinese language ed- 
ucation and assisting French 
students who wanted to study 
in this country. 


Good Education, Central Campus, Fast Food 


I t may be the youngest uni- 
versity in New Zealand, but 
Auckland University of Tech- 
nology (AUT) is by no means 
less prestigious than the coun- 
try’s other institutions of higher 
learning. 

AUT was founded in 1859 as 
the Auckland Technical School. 
The school has long enjoyed a 
strong reputation for its technical 
and scientific courses, though it 
only moved up from a college to 
a government-recognized univer- 
sity in 2000. 

Nowadays, AUT offers a wide 
range of courses in other fields, 
including business, art and de- 
sign and health sciences. It is 
the only university in New Zea- 


land to provide undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in the hos- 
pitality management field. 

Des Grayton, pro vice-chan- 
cellor (international) of AUT, 
was Beijing Today’s guest in the 
Study Abroad Salon this Monday, 
when he chatted with readers 
about the university’s faculties 
and campus - which includes its 
own McDonald’s restaurant. 

Basics and subjects: 

Compared with the other 
seven universities in New 
Zealand, what are AUT’s ad- 
vantages? 

— Jackie Zhang 

1. Quality of teaching. 2. High- 
est graduate employment rate 


in New Zealand. 3. We teach in 
smaller classes. 4. High level of 
student satisfaction. 5. We have 
a Chinese Club, which arranges 
mentoring, academic support and 
social events. 

What academic areas does 
AUT focus on? 

— playgirl 

Major areas include: art and 
design, communication, applied 
science, business, computer sci- 
ence and information technology, 
engineering, hospitality manage- 
ment, health sciences and lan- 
guages. 

Does AUT stress develop- 
ing sports and the arts? 

— white clothes 

Yes we do. We have a school 


Notice 

The last guest in Beijing Today’s Focus on New Zealand 
will be Wayne Angus, deputy director (international) at the 
University of Otago. 

The University of Otago, New Zealand’s first university, 
is a comprehensive university that offers degrees in a wide 
range of fields. 

You are welcome to log into our website at: http:// 
bjtoday.ynet.com; or forward your questions to the host Ayi 
at: ayi@ynet.com. 

Time: 1-2 pm, Monday, September 20 

Wayne Angus$t±„ 

http://bjtoday.ynet.como 

si-ifeRretffli°ijassiij±if apstawii « , sffew&jsisi : 

ayi@ynet.como 
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Finding a Home for Studying in Australia 


of sport and recreation and very 
good faculties. Also we have a 
school of art and design and a 
faculty of humanities. 

A member of the 2000 Olym- 
pic Chinese Basketball team is 
completing her degree in this 
school! 

I know AUT has two cam- 
puses in Auckland. What sub- 
jects are provided at each? 

— eye to eye 

The city campus has the busi- 
ness faculty, where most Chinese 
students are located. The North 
Shore campus has health stud- 
ies and sports. That campus is 15 
minutes from the city center. 

Do you have any joint pro- 
grams in China? 

— onion-kid 

No, we do not at this stage 
have joint programs with Chi- 
nese universities. 

I am studying law in New 
Zealand and wonder how I 
would be assessed if I wanted 
to study at AUT. 

— weslee 

AUT does not have a law 

school. If you wish to change 
your program to business, AUT 
has a commercial law major and 
you would be assessed for credit 
depending on the papers you 
have successfully completed at 
the other New Zealand school. 

Chinese students: 

How many students does 
your university have? And 
how many Chinese students? 

— host 

There are about 25,000 stu- 
dents at AUT and about 1,000 
students are from the PRC. 

Which subjects do Chinese 
students focus on? 

— batman 

Most Chinese students study 
business, hospitality and com- 
puter information sciences. An 
increasing number are enrolled 
in health sciences. 

Business and computer and 
information sciences have the 
most Chinese students. 

Teaching and applying: 

Is teaching at AUT career- 
oriented? How does the uni- 
versity help students start 
their careers? 

— mooncake 

Yes, all AUT programs are fo- 
cused on careers and include in- 
dustry and clinical placements. 
AUT has the highest graduate 
employment rate of the eight 
New Zealand universities. 

The most popular subjects 
for the job market are hospi- 
tality and tourism industry, in- 
formation and communications 
technology, accountancy and 
nursing. 

I suggest you look at the New 
Zealand immigration website, 
www.immigration.govt.nz, which 
lists employment areas of high 
demand. 

What are basic entry re- 
quirements at AUT? 

— gorrila 

The minimum English lan- 
guage requirement for entry is 
IELTS 6.0 with a minimum of 5.5 
in each band. Applicants should 
also have academic experience 
equivalent to 13 years of school. 

To obtain a visa to study 
in New Zealand, students must 


Des Grayton 

Photo provided by AUT 

show that they have a minimum 
of NZ$10,000 in addition to tu- 
ition fees. 

Can I forward my applica- 
tion directly to you? 

— elephant 

You should send your appli- 
cation to jane.ma@aut.ac.nz. We 
also have an AUT staff member 
working in Beijing. Her email ad- 
dress is tracey.xu@aut.ac.nz. 

Campus life and activities: 

I know you have a Chinese 
speech competition. How 
many students took part this 
year? How many students 
are studying Chinese on your 
campus? 

— onion-kid 

The competition was held on 
August 21 and was organized by 
the Auckland Chinese Language 
Association, of which all the Chi- 
nese section staff are members. 
This is the eighth year the event 
has been held. 

Approximately 100 students 
are enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Arts (Chinese) program and par- 
ticipate in the Chinese speech 
contest each year. 

Can I find a part-time job 
on campus? 

— monkeyking 

Students are entitled to work 
up to 15 hours a week if they 
are in a program of study of two 
years or longer. There is no part- 
time work on campus, but we 
have a student job search service 
to help you find a job. 

Does AUT celebrate its 
founding date and how do 
you celebrate Christmas? It 
must be fun to celebrate 
Christmas in summer! 

— strawberryl25 

We celebrate Christmas and 
New Year, but do not particularly 
celebrate the date of the founda- 
tion of AUT. 

We enjoy Christmas picnics 
at the beach and barbeques. It 
is wonderful to have Christmas 
in the summer. European stu- 
dents really enjoy the novelty of 
a warm Christmas. 

Immigration: 

Is it easy to immigrate to 
New Zealand after gradua- 
tion? 

— monkeyking 

The current points required 
for immigration to New Zealand 
are 110. You will easily have 110 
points on completion of a degree 
here. The emphasis in New Zea- 
land is on the immigration of 
skilled migrants. 

The New Zealand immigra- 
tion service website at 
www.immigration.govt.nz offers 
more information. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 


By Alan Wang 

Finding a place to live is a 
matter that all foreign students 
in Australia must come to grips 
with. Few will be so lucky as 
to find a great place soon after 
they arrive in the country and 
most students end up moving 
to better abodes during their 
time at school. 

While I was in Australia, 
I moved five times, less than 
many Chinese students, and 
tried all kinds of living arrange- 
ments. Different choices have 
their pros and cons, so students 
should try to find what is most 
suited to them and their needs 
rather than follow some gener- 
al definition of what is best. 

Home-stay: 

Home-stay means living in 
the house of a local family. Chi- 
nese students who go to Aus- 
tralia for high school do not 
have a choice in where they 
live, and because of their youth, 
most are given home-stay ar- 
rangements in which their host 
parents act as their temporary 
guardians in Australia. 

Because they are over 18 
years of age, foreign university 
students in Australia are freer 
to choose accommodation. 

Living with a local family 
has some strong points, includ- 
ing near immersion in English 
and Australian culture. Many 
fees, such as gas and electricity, 
are paid by the landlords - all 
students have to do is pay the 
rent on time. 

The downsides are that rent 
can be very high and some land- 
lords may have certain rules, 
like no using the phone, bathing 
for over five minutes, or hav- 
ing friends over. Having chil- 
dren running around can make 
it hard to study. 

Dormitories and campus 
accommodation: 

Living conditions on univer- 
sity campuses are almost in- 
variably nice and students can 
choose to live alone or with oth- 
ers. Campus accommodations 
are usually split into two grades, 
normal and luxury. Luxury level 
includes cafeteria meals, which 
tend to be much more expen- 
sive than cooking for oneself, but 
at either level, campus living is 
more costly than renting a place 
off campus. 

Renting and subletting: 

Overseas students use the 
new term “second landlord” to 
describe students who rent big 
houses or apartments and then 
sublet rooms to others at reason- 
able to high rents to reduce their 
own economic burdens. 

It’s an attractive idea, but 
there are risks and second land- 
lords have to be able to put 
up two-to-four months’ com- 
plete rent at first. That means 
if rooms are not rented in a 
few weeks, landlords can stand 
to lose serious money. Plus, 
most places come unfurnished, 
so landlords have to pay for ap- 
pliances and furniture too. 

Therefore, a better route is 
to rent a house with one or sev- 
eral friends and split the pay- 
ments. 

Renting a room in a larger 
apartment generally costs less 
than home-stays, especially if 
you share the room with anoth- 
er person. 

Edited by Zhang Nan 


Cooking for oneself is a good way to save money. 


Dormitories offer comfort and convenient access to campus facilities. 


Private apartments can be nice, but are normally pricey. 


Sharing an off-campus home with friends is a great way to cut 
costs. Photos by image.yahoo.com 
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Pingyao wantu come stir-fried... 



...or served cold, whole and 
rolled with dipping sauce. 



Fresh filled biscuits are great 
for breakfast. 



The cloying, local huangjiu 



The king of Pingyao cuisine - 
beef and potatoes 



Looks weird, tastes OK - 
Pingyao huhu 


By Sarah Bai 

G rowing flocks of tourists 
are heading the old 
town of Pingyao to sa- 
vor its remarkably intact city 
wall and other structures, its 
legacy as an ancient financing 
hub and its step-back-in-time 
charm. With one trip, however, 
most visitors will add another 
item to the list of the town’s 
attractions - great food. 

Pingyao food falls squarely 
under the category of Shanxi 
cuisine, a branch of Chinese 
cooking that tends to be heavy 
on delicious starchy staples. 
When it comes to starch, Ping- 
yao does not disappoint, but 
where it manages to stand out is 
in its beef. 

The town produces a dis- 
tinctive kind of cured beef, the 
recipe for which is a carefully 
guarded secret passed down 
through the generations. The 
actual meat is shipped in from 
regions further west, and then 
put through a supposedly sim- 
ple curing process that ren- 
ders it very similar to Western 
corned beef - chewy but not 
tough, slightly salty and full of 
beef flavor. 

Some say the real secret to 
Pingyao beef’s signature flavor 
is the local water. Word has 
it that a Pingyao beef master 
was invited to work his magic 
in Europe, but was unable to 
produce optimum flavor or tex- 
ture because the water was 
just not right. 

Pingyao beef is normally 
served in two forms at restau- 
rants - in thin slices as a cold 
dish, or chopped into chunks 
and stir-fried with potatoes, pep- 
pers and tomatoes for a hearty 
main. The cold dish (. Pingyao 
rtiurou) is an excellent way 
to savor the beef’s flavor and 
tastes even better when dipped 
in a bit of the fragrant Shanxi 
vinegar. The hearty hot dish ( tu - 
dou chao rtiurou ) is best thought 
of as Chinese comfort food - de- 
lectable, warming and soothing- 
ly simple. In a recent, decidedly 
unscientific test of a few Ping- 
yao establishments’ beef and 
potatoes, the Yongxiangcun res- 
taurant, located very close to 
the town’s old government cen- 
ter, was found to make the best. 

Another food for which the 
town can claim ownership is an 
unusual starch product called 
Pingyao huhu. The dish is 
made from sorghum flour-based 
dough and cooked as a wide, 
thin, semi -jellified round with 
a slightly mauvish hue. Diners 
pull off pieces and then dunk 
them in a spicy accompanying 
sauce. The huhu itself is bland, 
but has an intriguing texture 
and picks up plenty of flavor 
with each dunk. 

Pingyao wantu , another re- 
gional starch special, has a simi- 



Noodles, beef and potatoes - Pingyao cuisine has all great basic ingredients 
for soul- satisfying comfort food. 


larly smooth consistency but is 
made from regular wheat flour. 
The flour is mixed into dough, 
which is then carefully rinsed 
to remove most of its natural 
gluten. What remains is poured 
into common, shallow teacup 
saucers and steamed until set. 

Finished wantu are flat, 
glossy noodle disks served whole 
and rolled or sliced into strips. 
Either way, they come cold with 
a vinegary-peppery sauce or are 
stir-fried in a mix of tomatoes 
and peppers. 

Those same vegetables are 
also used to add flavor to you- 
mian, or wheat noodles. More a 
Shanxi fixture than a Pingyao 
specialty, wheat noodles come 
in a few different forms. When 
stir-fried, they normally appear 
as cuoyu, noodles said to look 
like fish but closer to worms 
in appearance, or they are 
chopped and rolled into the 
fancifully named maoerduo, or 
cat ear, noodles. Both have a 
slightly oaty flavor and a pleas- 
ingly firm texture. 

Wheat noodle dough also 
comes pressed thin and rolled 
into short, open tubes that are 
stacked together like a beehive 
and steamed to make kao laolao. 
The cooked tubes should be 
pried apart and then dunked 
into a tomato-based sauce. 

The same Pingyao potatoes 
that shine when fried with beef 
are cooked, mushed and then 
reformed into rough noodle-like 
lengths in the local delicacy ban 
lanzi. The “noodles” are then 


mixed with cilantro, green on- 
ion, sesame seeds and some- 
times a splash of vinegar, almost 
always in proportion to make 
sure the flavor of the potato 
rings true. 

Among the town’s home- 
grown products is the potato 
alternative changshanyao. This 
humble, starchy tuber is 
cooked, sliced and served cold, 
used in place of potato to make 
ban lanzi or served in cara- 
melized chunks 6asi-style. Sh- 
anyao doesn’t taste like much, 
but it is a little piece of culi- 
nary Pingyao. 

Though the land around 
Pinygyao is far to dry too 
sustain thirsty rice fields, the 
town still has given rise to 
its own brand of huangjiu, 
or yellow rice wine, which is 
actually native to rice-heavy 
Zhejiang Province. Pingyao’s 
Changshengyuan brand 
huangjiu is thicker than the 
more familiar Shaoxing vari- 
ety, sweeter and more alcoholic 
at over 20 percent. Its cloying, 
almost medicinal, flavor is cer- 
tainly an acquired taste - one 
that Dowager Empress Cixi re- 
portedly picked up when she 
passed through town over a 
century ago. 

Pingyao’s food may not be so 
inspiring as to justify the sev- 
eral-hour trip from Beijing by 
itself, but combined with the 
sights and sounds of the old 
town, it can turn a trip to Ping- 
yao into a veritable feast for all 
the senses. 


Round, Sweet and at Hotels 
Near You 


Mid-Autumn Festival means many mooncakes 


By James Liu 

Swissotel Beijing 

Celebrate Mid- Autumn Festival with 
friends and loved ones with various de- 
licious mooncakes, on sale at the Swis- 
sotel’s Happy Valley Chinese Restaurant. 
Fillings include green tea, lotus seed paste 
and jade and free delivery is offered with- 
in the Third Ring Road. Order more than 
100 boxes orders and get wrapping in- 
serts bearing your company’s logo in each 
box. Where: 2 Chaoyangmen Beidajie Tel: 
6553 2288 ext. 2146 
China World Hotel 

Succumb to the temptations of a wide 
array of exquisitely packaged mooncakes 
with sweet fillings of red bean and lotus 
seed paste. Where: 1 Jianguomenwai Da- 
jie Tel: 6505 2266 ext. 34 
Grand Hyatt Beijing 

September tradition is recaptured with 
delightful moon cakes intricately created, 
prepared and presented in elegantly bur- 
gundy wooden boxes that reflect Chinese 
tradition with a modern touch. Comple- 
mented with aromatic longjing green tea, 
our gift set will leave you and your loved 
ones reminiscing the flavors long after 
the tea has been served and mooncakes 
shared under the full-moonlight. Avail- 
able at the Patisserie and hotel restau- 
rants, priced from 218 yuan to 1,188 yuan. 
Where: Oriental Plaza, Dongcheng Tel: 
8518 1234 ext. 6362 
Presidential Plaza Beijing 

This hotel is getting into the mooncake 
game this year and launching a line of top 
quality cakes made with special ingredi- 
ents. Prices range from 108 yuan to 688 
yuan per box. Where: 9 Fuchengmenwai 
Dajie, Xicheng Tel: 5858 5588 ext. 8428 
Kerry Centre Hotel 

The Horizon Chinese Restaurant of- 
fers a new range of mooncakes in exciting 
packaging and seven different flavors. 
Boxes of four cakes cost 88 yuan to 188 
yuan, while boxes of six are priced at 
108 yuan to 388 yuan. Discounts available 
for bulk orders. Where: 1 Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang Tel:6561 8833 ext. 6666 
Traders Hotel 

Traders mooncakes are back with brand 
new, exciting packaging and 21 different 
flavors ranging from Cantonese style 
mooncakes wrapped in a pastry-like crust 
to ones wrapped with an icing crust and 
Japanese style mooncakes. Prices range 
from 118 to 588 yuan. Where: 1 Jian- 
guomenwai Dajie Tel: 6505 2277 ext 34 
Great Wall Sheraton 

Choose mooncakes with five different 
fillings and four kinds of attractive pack- 
aging. Prices range from 98 yuan to 988 
yuan for the grand luxury box, which in- 
cludes four mooncakes and one gold neck- 
lace or bracelet. The East Garden will be 
open on Mid Autumn Festival (Septem- 
ber 28) for moon gazing (weather permit- 
ting). Tickets are 198 yuan per adult, half 
price for children below 1.20 meters tall. 
Where: 10 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
Tel: 6590 5566 ext. 2132 
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BUSINESS AGENT 



P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel: 6843 1638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile: 13001 168744 
E-maN:newyangd@hotmaiLcom 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: l 7 mg 107-109 £ 

RM107-109 , N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
©: 68313388 3ft 57107-57109 88371521 68342761 
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P* BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE-MsDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
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we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel: 1391 1195219 
JMe ss Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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Classic Products by 
Chinese Ceramic Artists 

This exhibition features 
more than 400 works by 62 
artists, all with more than 
20 years of experience in 
ceramic design. 

Where: level 4, Beijing 
Gongyi Meishu Dalou, 200 
Wangfujing Dajie When: 
daily 9 am - 9 pm, till 
September 27 Admission: 
free Tel: 13901389002 


Wang Feng Solo in 
Beijing 

Wang Feng will 
perform a solo concert 
tonight, looking back on 
his ten years playing 
rock and roll. This show 
will certainly be a night 
to remember. 

Where: Beijing 

Exhibition Hall 

Theatre, Xizhimenwai 
Dajie, Xicheng When: 
tonight 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100 - 320 
yuan Tel: 6835 4455 


lovies 


EL ALAMELNJ 


El Alamein - La linea del 
Fuoco 

Directed by Enzo 
Monteleone, starring Paolo 
Briguglia and Pierfrancesco 
Favino. El Alamein, Egypt, 
October 1942. The British 
8th Army had forced the 
Axis armies into a 
humiliating retreat. The 
Italians, allies of the 
Germans, were also there. 
The film describes the day- 
to-day troubles of front-line 
soldiers, as their thoughts 
and emotions. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 
2 Dongerjie, Sanlitun 
When: 7 pm, Thursday 
Admission: free Tel: 6532 
87 


Directed by 
Alfonso Cuaron, 
starring Daniel 
Radcline, Richard 
Griffiths, Pam Ferris 
and Fiona Shaw. 

It is Harry’s third 
year at Hog warts, 
but a shadow hangs 
over Hogwarts. A 
dangerous mass 
murderer, Sirius 
Black, has escaped 
the Azkaban 
Fortress - the 
Wizard’s Prison. 
While learning to 
cope with the 
Dementors sent to 
protect Hogwart’s, 
Harry learns the 
disturbing story of 
Sirius Black and yet 
more of his own 
history. 

Where: UME 
International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing 
Guoji Yingcheng), 

44 Shuangyushu 
Kexueyuan, Haidian 
When: opens 
September 20 Tel: 
6261 2851 


Zhou Yu’s Train (Zhou Yu 
de Huoche) 

Directed by Sun Zhou, 
starring Gong Li, Tony 
Leung Kafai and Sun 
Honglei. After Chen Qing 
sees Zhou Yu on the 
dance floor, he hands 
her a poem and then 
disappears. Zhou Yu finds 
his home and the two 
become lovers. But on the 
train that Zhou Yu takes to 
see the poet, she meets 
a veterinarian. This man 
is less adoring than the 
romantic poet, but Zhou 
Yu is attracted to the 
stability he can provide. 

Where: Cherry Lane 
Movie Theater, 29 
Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang When: 8 pm 
tonight and Saturday 
Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
13501251303 


ctivities 


Every Saturday and Sunday, wine tasting at Cha Cha 
Wine! Free beer, white wine and champagne. 

StfpfM Where: Cha Cha Wine, Jia 6 Gongti Donglu, Chaoyang 
When: 3 pm - 6 pm Admission: free Tel: 8595 1993 


Accommodation 

Studio (45 square meters) in the 
Blue Castle International Apart- 
ment for rent. Fully furnished, cen- 
tral AC, 15 satellite TV channels, 
real wood floor, 29” Sony TV and 
DVD player, LG washing ma- 
chine, microwave and stove and 
toaster. Private storage space and 
parking area in the basement. 
4,500 yuan per month. Contact: 
Maggie Zhang, 13911406032 or 
email:maggiezhang68@hotmail.com 
Language Exchange 

Devon, male 26, works as an 
English tour guide and video ed- 
itor, is looking for language ex- 
change. Mobile: 13801257654 

A young guy is looking for a 
girl who is studying English or 
French at university, (doesn’t has 
to be her major), as a partner to 
practice the languages. Contact: 
bobwangl9782003@yahoo.com.cn 

Emely, a 19 year old girl from 
Sweden, with ESOL grade A, 
is looking for someone who can 
teach her Chinese. In exchange 
she will help you with your Eng- 
lish, Swedish or German. Some- 
one living in or in the vicinity 
of Wangjing preferred. Contact: 
13552470921 

A graduate from Beijng Second 
Foreign Language University, ma- 
jored in Marketing and English, 
would like to make friends with 
people who are native speakers of 
English. If you are a person with 
passion for life in Beijing, contact: 
kelly david_5@hotmail . com 

Professional help 

Ching’s Chinese Lessons! The 
certificated professional teacher 
with rich Chinese teaching expe- 
rience offers practical and effec- 
tive lessons. Flexible schedule. 
Contact: 13910819693 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does not 
take responsibility for verifying the 
authenticity of the personal classi- 
fieds and thus Beijing Today does 
not guarantee the accuracy, integrity 
or quality of the content. All content 
is the sole responsibility of the ad- 
vertiser. 


TV and Radio Highlights 

HB0 

17 Friday 

Half Past Dead 

18 Saturday 

9 pm 

Anger Managemet 

19 Sunday 

9 pm 

Sense and Sensibility 

20 Monday 

11:10 pm 

Virtuosity 

21 Tuesday 

10:30 pm 

Rudy 

22 Wednesday 

6:20 pm 

Point of Origin 

23 Thursday 

10 pm 

I am Sam 

CCTV-9 

Monday -Friday 

11:20 pm 

Around China 

6:30 am 

Cultural Express 
Nature and Science / 

8:30 am 

Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 
Nature and Science / 

2:30 pm 

Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 
News Updates / 

7:30 pm 

Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

Saturday 

11:15 pm 

Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

Sunday 

11:30 am 

Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91 .5 FM 
Monday -Friday 

Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

Joy FM 

Saturday 

9:05-11 pm 

Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Musique Sans Frontieres 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

Sunday 

9:05-11 pm 

Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 


By Zhang Jianzhong 
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Reebok China Marathon 


There is an 8-kilometer run for 
serious runners and a 2-kilometer 
fun run for younger runners. Grab 
your running shoes, pull on the ly- 
cra, and get out there! 

Where: Daxing Forest 

When: September 19, 8 am 
- noon Registration Fee: 80 
yuan (Group Discounts avail- 
able, children under 12 are 
free.) Tel: 8561 1926 
Taoist Tour 

Visit Baiyunguan (White 
Cloud Temple) with Chinese Cul- 
ture Club and learn about the 
deities of the Taoist religion and 
how Taoists perform their rites. 
Observe the ritual performances 
by the local priests. Wang Yier, 
Chief editor of China Taoism 
Journal, will be on hand to ex- 
plain and answer questions. 

Meet in front of Baiyunguan 
Temple, Xuanwu. When: 2 pm, 
Sunday Admission: 60 yuan 
(50 yuan for members) Tel: 8851 
4913 

Hike Heifengkou Great Wall 

Start from the village, the 
Great Wall is just 100 meters up 
the mountain. There is a valley 
between two mountains, where 
the wall is broken. The hike con- 
tinues up along the wall to a spe- 
cial tower on the top. 

Pick up: meet at 8:30 am 
outside Big Easy (south gate of 
Chaoyang Park) When: Satur- 
day Cost: 150 yuan per adult, 
100 yuan for children under 12 
Tel: 13011171326 
Earthdance Beijing 2004 

The worldwide synchronized 
“Prayer for Peace” will link over 
1 million people in over 130 cities 
and 50 countries. 

Where: Bar Blu, level four 
Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Beijie 
When: 10 pm, Saturday Admis- 
sion: 30 yuan Tel: 6416 7567 


Lijiang Dayan Naxi Ancient 
Music Concert 

A performance of what is de- 
scribed by some as “fossil music” 
will be staged by Naxi Ancient 
Music Association at Beijing Cen- 
tury Theatre tomorrow and Sun- 
day. This traditional music has 
been kept alive for thousands of 
years by the Naxi people, an eth- 
nic group from Lijiang, a remote 
town in Yunnan Province. 

Where: 21 Century Theatre, 
40 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
When: Saturday and Sunday, 
7:30 pm Admission: 80 - 880 
yuan Tel: 8806 7555 


Crosstalk and Drama 

Bright Spring Melodies is an 
opportunity to see xiangsheng 
(crosstalk) legend Jiang Kun. 
This six-act, seven-movement 
play, created in the late 1990s, 
combines the art of crosstalk 
with styles of drama and film, 
augmented with slide shows and 
special acoustic effects. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimen Nandajie When: 
Sunday, 7 :30 pm Admission: 80 
- 580 yuan Tel: 6501 1854 
Acrobatics 

The China National Acrobat- 
ics Troupe is to stage an ac- 
robatic show. Founded in 1950, 
the troupe has won numerous 
awards in many competitions 
worldwide. The program includes 
much more than balancing bowls 
on the head, rolling cups, and 
jumping through rings. 

Where: Beijing University 
Concert Hall, at Beijing Univer- 
sity, Haidian When: tonight and 
tomorrow, 7 pm Admission: 10 - 
60 yuan Tel: 6275 9637 


Oil Painting Exhibition of Cao 
Li and Zhang Xiaoxi 

Cao Li’s paintings are ce- 
rebral; complex, with deep in- 
ner relationships. Zhang Xiaoxi 
paints tender and exquisite still 
lives from her heart. 

Where: Creation Art Gal- 
lery, north end of Ritan Donglu 
When: September 18 - 26, 10 
am - 7 pm, reception at Sep- 
tember 18, 3 pm Admission: 
free Tel: 8561 7570 
Master Works of Engraving 

This exhibition features 
woodcuts by Gao Rongsheng, 
Song Yuanwen and Wang Huax- 
iang, etchings by Wang Wenxin 
and Lin Tong, lithography by Wu 
Biduan, and silkscreen prints 
by Guang Jun. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1E 
Huawei Li, Enjoy Paradise, 
Chaoyang When: daily 9:30 am 
- 7 pm, September 23 - 30 Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 8779 0458 


The First Architecture Biennial 
Beijing 2004 

The theme of the biennial 
is “unlimited,” symbolizing the 
natural power that drives peo- 
ple to probe into the unfamiliar. 
The construction and manage- 
ment of space has provided peo- 
ple with private rooms to ponder 
and enliven. The biennial will 
present design works of archi- 
tects from around the world to 
display the latest architectural 
trends and design ideas. 

Where: UHN international 
Village, Dongsanhuan Beilu 
When: September 20 - October 6 
Admission: free Tel: 8808 3260 


Color 

Pop girl-band Color (Yanse) gets 
a regular showing at What? bar. 

Where: What? bar, 72 Beichang 
Jie, Xicheng When: Saturday, 9 pm 
Admission: 20 yuan (includes a 
draft beer) Tel: 13910209249 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employment, 
language-exchange and 

accommodation info for individuals. 
Feel free to e-mail us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 
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D estination and 
departure 
point, exotic 
and impossibly 
remote, the name Kash- 
gar is irresistible to 
backpackers and arm- 
chair travelers the world 
over. Although the mod- 
ern world has been en- 
croaching in many ways 
for many years now, 
there are still traces 
enough of an ancient 
silk road oasis to win 
over all but the most 
jaded of tourists. 

The population re- 
mains predominantly 
Uygur in this west- 
ern-most part of Xinji- 
ang Uygur Autonomous 
Region, but there are 
also large numbers of 
Tajiks, Kyrgyz, Uzbeks 
and Han Chinese. 

Traders and explor- 
ers have been passing 
through Kashgar for 
over 2,000 years. With 
the vast Taklamakan 
Desert to the east 
and the snow capped 
Pamir and Karakorum 
mountains to the west, 
it is an ideal spot to 
rest your camel train 
and stock up on sulta- 
nas and dried apricots. 
Which ever direction 
you are heading, if you 
are in Kashgar, you 
still have a very long 
way to go. 



Selling mutton dumplings on a street stall. 


Photos by Ian Provan 


Journey 
he West 




Going home from the Sunday Market 


Sunday Market 


Yoghurt sellers 



Sunday Market 


By Ian Provan 

Clearly, those silk road 
traders did not spend all their 
time resting up for the onward 
journey - trade, barter, 
wheeling and dealing seem to 
be part of the fabric of life 
in Kashgar. The bazaar in 
the old town and the Sunday 
Market are the two best places 
to witness commerce Kashgar 
style, and both are sources of 
endless entertainment. 

If you are looking to stock 
up on food supplies for the 
next leg of the journey, buy a 
new copper teapot, a fur lined 
hat with padded ear flaps or 
a dagger with a stylish inlaid 
handle, the bazaar is the best 
place to shop. If you are after 
a new camel, horse, donkey 
or a few fat-tailed sheep, the 
Sunday Market is probably 
your best bet. 

The bazaar covers a large area 
around the Id Kah Mosque and 
the old town. To the west of 
the mosque, the gold and copper 
bazaar sells, not surprisingly, gold 


and copper wares, the gold mainly 
in the form of heavy jewelry. 

In the streets around the 
south side of the mosque are 
several shops selling traditional 
Uygur musical instruments, the 
most portable of which are 
probably the surnai, a kind of 
reed horn, and the dab , or 
tambourine. There are also a 
few carpet sellers, but there is a 
better selection available at the 
Sunday Market. 

The main part of the bazaar 
is to the east of the mosque, 
spreading into the old town. 
There are rows and rows of 
cap sellers, selling the traditional 
triangular embroidered caps as 
well as the more rakish brimmed 
caps. Then there is an 
astonishing variety of fur hats, 
guaranteed to keep your head 
warm through the bitterest of 
winters (and Kashgar sees some 
pretty bitter winters). Further on 
are leather shoes and boots - if 
you are in town for a few days, 
this is the place to have a stylish 
pair of leather riding boots made 


to order for a very reasonable 
price, providing your bargaining 
skills are up to the task. 

And of course, food, glorious 
food! Mountains of dried 
apricots and apricot kernels, 
graded according to size and 
quality, sultanas graded 
possibly according to degree 
of greenness, possibly according 


to degree of deliciousness, or 
possibly according to an entirely 
arbitrary whim of the seller ... 
and various other ideal trekking 
supply supplements. 

Even if you are not in 
the market for any of the 
above goods, the bazaar is a 
fascinating place to explore and 
to pick up a few bargaining tips 
from the locals. 

The other shopping highlight 
in Kashgar is the famous Sunday 
Market. People come from all 
over the surrounding countryside 
for this weekly event of festival 
proportions. It occupies a large 
open area on the east side of 
the Tuman River, east of the 
old town. This is where you 
can watch elderly bearded men 
test driving donkeys, younger 
men test driving horses, serious 
looking men with knives in their 
belts checking the teeth of camels 
or sheep, people haggling over 
a bewildering variety of farming 
equipment, feed for livestock, 
eggs, chickens, grain, plants, 
building material and a 
considerable quantity of goods of 
an entirely unidentifiable nature. 


Sightseeing 

In between getting carried 
away in the bazaar and 
overwhelmed at the Sunday 
Market, there are several other 
sights around town that should 
not be left off the itinerary. 

The old town is a good 
place for just wandering around. 
There is some beautiful old 
architecture to be stumbled 
upon, and there are still a few 
(very few) remnants left of the 
500-year-old city wall. 

The Id Kah Mosque, one of 
the largest in China, dates back 
to the 15th century, although it 
has been extensively renovated 
since then. Non-Muslims are 
permitted to enter, but you 
should dress appropriately - 
long trousers and sleeves, 
women should cover their hair 
with a scarf. 

The ruins of the ancient city 
of Ha Noi lie 30 or so kilometers 
out of town. This Tang Dynasty 
town fell into ruin around the 
12th century, and there is very 
little of it left to see today, other 
than some oddly shaped earthen 
mounds, but it makes a pleasant 
outing from Kashgar, especially 
if you make the trip by donkey 
cart, rather than taxi. 

The journey onward 

Although these days it is a 
destination in itself, throughout 
its long history, Kashgar has 
always been a place to stop, 
on the way to somewhere else, 
and there are several extremely 
alluring options for travelers 
when the time comes to leave. 

Continuing on and out of 
China, the Karakorum Highway 
heads southwest, up into the 
Pamirs to Tashkurgan and then 
over the Kararakorums into 
Pakistan and the Hunza Valley. 
This is a spectacularly beautiful 
route, passing by the 7,719 


meter Kongur Shan, Xinjiang’s 
highest mountain, then the 
7,546 meter Muztaghata. 

Buses usually stop overnight 
at Tashkurgan before 
continuing on over the 
Khunjerab Pass (4,730 meters) 
through alpine meadows where 
glaciers come down almost to 
the road. This route is closed 
through winter. 

South from Kashgar, the 
southern branch of the silk 
road skirts the southern edge 
of the Taklamakan Desert, 
via Yarkand, Yecheng, Hotan 
and Charkilik, from where 
you can either rejoin the 
northern silk road at Korla 
and continue on to Urumqi or 
Turpan, or if you are really 
adventurous, take a series 
of local buses into Qinghai 
and then Gansu, winding up 
at Dunhuang. This option 
would require a fairly flexible 
itinerary, as transport is by 
no means regular or reliable. 

The other option, apart from 
the north silk road to Urumqi, 
is to take the southern silk road 
and branch off at Yecheng for 
Ali, or Shiquanhe, in western 
Tibet. This 1,100 kilometer 
journey passes through some 
particularly remote regions, 
crosses some particularly high 
mountain passes (over 5,400 
meters) and is subject to some 
particularly extreme weather. 
Take plenty of dried apricots 
with you. 

Getting there 

One of those encroachments 
of the modern world that have 
made Kashgar considerably more 
accessible is the railway from 
Urumqi, which opened in 1999. 
Hard sleeper from Beijing to 
Urumqi takes 44 hours and costs 
630 yuan, and from Urumqi to 
Kashgar, 23 hours and 275 yuan. 
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